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The MMC’s work in 2020 was made possible through the 
generous support and close cooperation with various 
partners, including:

Denmark Development Cooperation (DANIDA), the 
Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, the Swiss 
Agency for Development Cooperation, the European 
Commission, GIZ, ICMPD, le Ministère Français de 
l’Europe et des Affaires étrangères, the Netherlands 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, OHCHR, Frantz Hoffmanns 
Mindelegat, Robert Bosch Stiftung, Swedish Postcode 
Foundation, the START Network, the United Kingdom 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
(FCDO), UNFPA, UNHCR, USAID, Winrock International 
and the World Bank (through IGAD).
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This annual catalogue offers a compilation of 
publications and contributions to media articles by 
the Mixed Migration Centre network in 2020. 

The Mixed Migration Centre (MMC) is a global network 
consisting of six regional hubs (Asia, East Africa & Yemen, 
Europe, North Africa, West Africa and Latin America & 
the Caribbean) and a central unit in Geneva. The MMC is 
a leading source for independent and high-quality data, 
research, analysis and expertise on mixed migration. The 
MMC aims to increase understanding of mixed migration, 
to positively impact global and regional migration 
policies, to inform evidence- based protection responses 
for people on the move and to stimulate forward thinking 
in public and policy debates on mixed migration. The 
MMC’s overarching focus is on human rights and 
protection for all people on the move. 

The MMC is part of and governed by the Danish Refugee 
Council (DRC). While its institutional link to DRC ensures 
MMC’s work is grounded in operational reality, it acts as 
an independent source of data, research, analysis and 
policy development on mixed migration for policy makers, 
practitioners, journalists, and the broader humanitarian 
sector. The position of the MMC does not necessarily 
reflect the position of DRC. 

For more information on MMC visit our website:  
www.mixedmigration.org

For a detailed introduction to the work of MMC, including our mission, vision, objectives, key 
achievements, partner testimonials and much more, refer to our new brochure ‘Evidence and 
Insights on Mixed Migration’.

http://www.mixedmigration.org
http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Insights-evidence-introduction-to-MMC.pdf
http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Insights-evidence-introduction-to-MMC.pdf


Foreword
This 2020 annual catalogue marks the end of an 
extraordinary and challenging year. The experiences 
of lockdowns, closed borders and separation from 
loves ones during the Covid-19 pandemic, even though 
still incomparable, offered a small glimpse to people 
around the world of what many refugees and migrants 
in mixed migration movements face on a daily basis. It 
has also shown that migrant workers around the world 
are indispensable in today’s world, providing a crucial 
contribution, enriching cultures and fulfilling essential 
jobs, not least in the health sectors in many countries 
around the world. 

At the end of the year, we can conclude that Covid-19 
and the related measures to contain the virus, have 
been a trend accelerator when it comes to migration 
issues. In some places, the pandemic has been a driver 
of migration, leading to increased movements. In other 
places, movement restrictions to contain the virus or 
people’s increasingly limited resources, brought mixed 
migration to a standstill, with millions of people stranded 
all over the world. It has been affecting many refugees’ 
and migrants’ often already dire economic circumstances, 
has been exposing them to more dangers on the routes, 
more dependent on migrant smugglers and more 
vulnerable to arbitrary detention. Governments in some 
cases suspended the right to seek asylum, the number 
of resettlement opportunities for refugees – already far 
insufficient before the pandemic – dropped even further, 
and many refugees and migrants report increasing 
xenophobia. The 2020 edition of MMC’s normalization 
of the extreme listed many examples of harsh and 
negative policies and actions related to mixed migration, 
sometimes justified under the guise of Covid-19. 

Despite these extremely concerning developments, 
some positive things stood out, not least the resilience of 
people and societies amidst unprecedented challenges 
and the increasingly recognized role of migrants around 
the world in the Covid-19 response. Covid-19 also 
accelerated positive policy trends, such as regularisation 
of migrants with an irregular status, ensuring access to 
healthcare for all and releasing people from immigration 
detention. In September, MMC published a study on 
Covid-19 and the Global Compact for Migration, asking 
the question what the GCM offers in response to the 
combined health, economic and protection crises. As 
one of our respondents said, “what greater impact could 
the crises have on the GCM, than to generate the most 
concrete of proof of is relevance: States and others taking 
action, even without clear prior reference to the GCM, in 
precisely the directions it prescribes”. 

Against all the turbulence, what else happened within 
MMC in 2020? We are proud that, against all odds, 
it has been a productive year. Unaware of what was 
about to come, the year started with launches and 
discussion events of the Mixed Migration Review 2019 
in Copenhagen and London, and the Global Forum on 
Migration and Development in Quito, Ecuador. At the 
GFMD, MMC was the thematic lead on mixed migration 
for the civil society days and presented its stocktaking 
on GCM implementation one year since the adoption, 
at a high-level panel discussion for governments and 
other stakeholders. 

Then the pandemic truly hit in March, and everything 
changed, but we quickly adapted. We immediately 
suspended our face-to-face 4Mi data collection in all 
countries of operation and began working on a new 
methodology for remote (phone) interviews and a new 
survey, focused on the impact of Covid-19 on refugees 
and migrants. Within several weeks, a remote 4Mi 
survey was up and running, first rolled-out in Libya. 
By the end of the year, we had conducted over 20,000 
remote interviews in 17 countries and created the world’s 
largest database on the impact of Covid-19 on refugees 
and migrants, based on their own direct experiences. 
Based on this, we published 9 global updates and 31 
regional snapshots and responded to dozens of specific 
requests for further analysis from humanitarian partners. 
A collective achievement we are proud of and believe 
has contributed to filling crucial information gaps and 
to targeted evidence-based Covid-19 responses for 
refugees and migrants. A visual timeline of this process 
is presented on page 7 of this annual catalogue. During 
this process, 4Mi again expanded to new countries of 
operation, such as Peru, Mexico, Guatemala, Ethiopia 
and Sudan. 

More than in previous years, we focused on active 
dissemination of our data, findings and expertise. We 
presented at a range of webinars, primarily on the 
impact of Covid-19 on mixed migration, and facilitated 
closed-door discussions, for example with the Rabat 
and Khartoum Processes, bringing our analysis and the 
voices of refugees and migrants to the policy tables. In 
October and November, we organized 3 online events 
to present and discuss new studies with more than 
250 people around the world joining us for each of 
these. During one, a team of MMC colleagues managed 
to answer no less than 50 questions simultaneously, 
showing the opportunities of our new virtual world for 
dynamic, interactive and well-attended events, without 
a heavy carbon-footprint.
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In addition to the Covid-19 publications mentioned above, 
we published 16 research papers, 16 4Mi snapshots, 20 
Quarterly Mixed Migration Updates and 8 articles. The 
number of website users and downloads increased by 
40%. In line with MMC’s global growth and presence, 
we aim to better reach non-English speaking parts of the 
world. In 2020, we published in French, Arabic, Spanish, 
Turkish and Malay, and Tweeted in French, German, 
Spanish and Arabic. Some of our newest regional hubs, 
such as Latin America and Caribbean and Asia got fully 
established in 2020, with a full team, expansion of 4Mi 
data collection and increasing embeddedness within 
regional networks.  

2020 was not only a year of growth. For the first time, the 
total number of staff in MMC did not increase and after 
four years, we discontinued activities in the Middle East. 
However, the network set-up of MMC, with on the ground 
presence along routes and in migration hubs, allows for 
a flexible approach to keep an eye on important mixed 
migration dynamics in the Middle East and in particular 
Turkey, even without a regional hub in Amman. 

Our philosophy remains to maintain a small and agile 
global network set-up, while multiplying our impact 
through partnerships, as described in our new extended 
introduction brochure published in 2020. As such, 
we developed several new partnerships, including a 
global Memorandum of Understanding with IMCPD 
to strengthen and streamline an increasingly close 
cooperation, a global joint report with UNHCR on 
violence against refugees and migrants on migration 
routes from East and West Africa towards Africa’s 
Mediterranean coast, a cooperation with OHCHR in 
West Africa on socio-economic rights and with UNFPA 
on youth migrants and refugees in West Africa. We are 
in the process of finalizing a partnership agreement with 
the UNODC, to support data collection for its forthcoming 
Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants.

MMC regional hubs are setting up regional ‘friends of 
MMC’, to mirror the global friends of MMC advisory 
group and ensure representation of regional and local 
organisations in defining priorities for MMC’s work. 
Additionally, in 2020 we started working with new 
partners such as private foundations, including the 
Robert Bosch Stiftung and the Ford Foundation.  

In 2020, we focused extensively on urban mixed migration 
and the role of cities. The third edition of our annual 
flagship report, the Mixed Migration Review 2020 (MMR), 
focused on cities as the ‘urban frontlines for displacement 
and mobility’. For the first time, the MMR included a wider 

range of external authors for the essays. Together with the 
13 expert interviewees, the personal stories of 8 refugees 
and migrants in cities around the world and information 
based on almost 10,000 interviews, it truly offers a 
platform for different voices in the migration debate. 

Alongside the MMR, our regional hubs conducted five 
urban case studies, zooming in on mixed migration in 
Bamako, Bogota, Kuala Lumpur, Nairobi and Tunis. In the 
year to come, we intend to further develop this approach, 
with more targeted data collection on mixed migration 
populations in urban areas, acknowledging the crucial 
role that cities play in migration governance. 

Two studies we published in 2020 deserve special 
mention. Sadly, there are already many reports 
documenting the violence and abuses refugees and 
migrants face on mixed migration routes. Less known 
is why certain people on the move are more or less 
vulnerable to certain incidents. For the first time, we 
applied more advanced statistical regression analysis 
to a dataset of more than 15,000 interviews to isolate 
factors which could make people on the move more or 
less susceptible to experiencing protection incidents. 
The more granular understanding offered by these two 
studies - conducted by MMC regional hubs in West and 
North Africa, contributes to developing better protection 
tools for all people on the move. 

While Covid-19 has taught us that we cannot plan too far 
ahead, what else is on the horizon for MMC?  

We intend to move back, at least partially, to face-to-
face 4Mi interviews with our ‘normal’, pre-Covid, 
migrant survey, while keeping several questions on the 
longer-term impact of Covid-19. Early in 2021, we will 
launch a new interactive dashboard, making available all 
the Covid-19 data from 2020 and all data from our core 
migrant survey going forward. 

A strong focus of our work in 2021 – following up on 
various publications over the past years - will be on 
climate change and other environmental factors on 
human mobility, with an upcoming large project focused 
on the ‘human face of climate mobility’ in several hotspots 
on the African continent. Other key priority topics for 
MMC in 2021 will be the experiences of returnees and 
sustainability of returns - possibly expanding the 4Mi 
returnee survey successfully rolled out in Afghanistan in 
2020 to other countries – migration and development and 
a stronger focus on intra-regional movements. Through 
new initiatives in East, North and West Africa, in 2021 we 
will, in partnership with other NGOs, increasingly focus 
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on children on the move, trying to better understand their 
profiles, movements and vulnerabilities.

The Covid-19 crisis and its impact on mixed migration 
dynamics highlighted, once again, the importance 
of preparedness and of swift, well-informed policy 
responses. In 2021, as part of a collaboration with the 
ICMPD secretariat of the Rabat Process, we will organize 
a series of four scenario building workshops with African 
and European policy makers to help them to be better 
prepared for future challenges.

There are many challenges and big unknowns ahead of 
us. What we can expect – and are already seeing – is a 
change in migration dynamics following the pandemic, 
affecting both people’s aspiration or even need to migrate, 
but also their capability to do so. This plays out differently 
in different contexts and regions, and is already leading 
to changes in migration trends and dynamics. How mixed 
migration dynamics will be affected in the aftermath of 
the pandemic is a key trend to watch in 2021, as routes, 
destinations, means and opportunities are likely to shift. 

While developing our new 2025 strategy, we will 
continue to advocate for the rights of all people on the 
move and continue to offer new thinking, expert analysis 
and hopefully some much needed inspiration after 
this difficult year. In doing so, we hope to continue to 
contribute to improved understanding of mixed migration, 
better migration policies and evidence-based responses 
to mixed migration. 

On behalf of the entire MMC team, 

Bram Frouws,
Head of MMC, Geneva
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MMC’s adaption of the 4Mi data collection 
programme to remote interviewing during 
the Covid-19 pandemic
The Mixed Migration Monitoring Mechanism Initiative (4Mi) is the Mixed Migration Centre’s flagship primary data 
collection system, an innovative approach that helps fill knowledge gaps, and inform policy and response regarding 
the nature of mixed migratory movements. Normally, the recruitment of respondents and interviews take place face-to-
face. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, face-to-face recruitment and data collection was suspended in all countries in 
March 2020. MMC has responded to the Covid-19 crisis by changing the data it collects and the way it collects it 
through a rapid adaption process, changing from face-to-face data collection to remote interviewing all over the 
world, conducting over 20,000 remote interviews with refugees and migrants in 17 countries. 

The timeline below visually presents this process throughout 2020. All publications on Covid-19 are listed further 
below in this annual catalogue. 

MARCH
2020

MAY
2020

JULY
2020

SEPTEMBER
2020

NOVEMBER
2020

APRIL
2020

JUNE
2020

AUGUST
2020

OCTOBER
2020

9 March: MMC 
suspends face-to-face 

interviews globally

18 March: MMC starts 
development of a Covid-19 

4Mi survey and methodology 
for remote interviewing

1 April: START Network 
supports MMC’s Covid-19 
data collection adaptation

15 April: 1st snapshot 
published, based on first 40 

interviews in Tripoli

27 April: publication of 1st 
global update, based on 700 

interviews in Libya, Tunisia, 
Peru and Colombia

May: 4Mi data collection 
fully operational in Libya, 

Tunisia, Peru, Colombia, Mali, 
Niger, Burkina Faso, India, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Kenya, 
Somaliland and Afghanistan

17 June: finalisation 
Phase 2 survey

2 July: Phase 2 begins, 
with a stronger focus 

on impact of Covid-19 
on migration

11 March: WHO declares 
Covid-19 a pandemic

23 March: piloting remote 
data collection in Tunisia

27 March: finalization of survey, 
revised handbook & methodology 
for remote interviewing

6 April: remote 4Mi interviews 
on impact of Covid-19 begin in 
North Africa

17 April: Swiss Federal 
Department of Foreign 
Affairs supports MMC’s 
Covid-19 data collection 
adaptation

August: Data collection 
expands to Djibouti, 
Ethiopia, Mexico, 
Guatemala and Sudan

13 May: Preparing 
for Phase 2 data 
collection & survey 
revision

20 August: Publication 
of synthesis article, 
taking stock of findings 
from Phase 1 data 
collection

30 June: Phase 1 ends: 
7,129 interviews, 5 
global updates & 24 
regional snapshots

1 September: 
publication 1st global 
thematic update based 
on Phase 2  
data collection

10 December: 
publication of 4th & 
last global update

January: planned 
return to the broader 
4Mi migrant survey, 
allowing for hybrid 
model of data collection 
(face-to-face & remote)

December: Conducted a total 
of 13,163 interviews under 

Phase 2. Published 4 global 
updates and 6 regional 

snapshots during Phase 2
JANUARY

2021

DECEMBER
2020
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Mixed Migration Review 2020
Mixed Migration Review 2020. Mixed Migration and 
cities. Urban frontlines for displacement and mobility. 

The third publication of the annual Mixed Migration Review by the Mixed 
Migration Centre focuses on urban migration. This year’s edition offers 
updates on global mixed migration trends and policy events while examining 
the role of cities in human mobility. The Keeping track section sets out the 
year’s key mixed migration trends across the globe and summarises selected 
policy and legislative developments. A series of essays explore the urban 
reality of mixed migration, zooming in on topics such as climate change, people 
smuggling, displacement between and from cities, the global pandemic, the 
opportunities and risks refugees and migrants encounter in urban areas and 
more. The report also includes a series of interviews with migration experts, 
policy makers, academics, and mayors. The report is based on a wide range of 
research as well as exclusive access to 4Mi data from over 10,000 interviews 
with refugees and migrants conducted over the course of 2019 and 2020, 
initially face-to-face and then remotely (and focused on Covid-19) when the 
pandemic hit in March. New sections include a series of ‘urban spotlights’ 

on cities all over the world exemplifying specific issues related to mixed migration and cities, as well as first-hand 
accounts of city life, ‘urban voices’, from refugees and migrants in Bamako, Bogotá, Kuala Lumpur, Nairobi, Teheran, 
Tunis, and Turin. An updated ‘normalisation of the extreme’ section documents how migration policies, actions and 
attitudes are becoming more extreme, at times justified under the guise of Covid-19.

Launch of the Mixed Migration Review 2020

On November 18th 2020, MMC launched the MMR2020 during an 
online interactive discussion event. The recording can be watched here. 

Mixed Migration Review 2020
Highlights • Interviews • Essays • Data

Mixed migration and cities

Urban frontlines for displacement and mobility

Mixed Migration Review 2020 1
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Spotlight: Urban Mixed Migration 
Between August and September 2020, and as part of 
MMC’s global strategic focus on urban migration, five 
MMC regional hubs conducted urban mixed migration 
case studies. Based on interviews with refugees and 
migrants, migration experts, as well as local authorities 
and civil society representatives in Bamako, Bogota, 
Kuala Lumpur, Nairobi and Tunis, these studies explore 
mixed migration dynamics in urban settings through 
three specific lenses: Cities of opportunities, Risky cities 
and Urban migration and Covid-19.

Bamako  
case study

The largest 
concentration of 
foreigners in Mali is 
found in Bamako. 
It is also the main 
destination for 
internal rural to urban 
migration, and is an 
important location for 
returning migrants.

Tunis  
case study

While receiving and 
hosting refugees 
and migrants from 
a diverse range of 
origin countries, there 
is a critical lack of 
data and research 
available on Tunis as 
a host city. With no 
national authority 
designated to register, 
assist or integrate 

refugees, asylum seekers and migrants, total numbers 
of such mobile populations across the agglomeration 
remain unavailable. At the same time, Greater Tunis 
offers a relatively high concentration of employment 
opportunities, as well as key services and organisations 
assisting refugees and migrants, providing an apt model 
for a mixed migration urban case study.

Nairobi case 
study

This case study 
focuses on Kenya’s 
capital city of Nairobi 
which hosts a 
significant refugee and 
migrant population 
who choose to either 
settle permanently or 
transit through to other 
destinations in and 
out of the East Africa 
region.

Kuala Lumpur 
case study

Over the past decades 
Kuala Lumpur (KL) has 
been a destination 
city for hundreds of 
thousands of refugees 
and migrants, mainly 
from within Asia. This 
study examines the 
current opportunities 
and challenges 
facing refugees and 
migrants in KL, with a 

focus on the experience of Bangladeshis and Rohingya, 
in particular. This study is timely given recent and 
concerning immigration responses in Malaysia, posing 
multiple protection risks for refugees and migrants in the 
country.

Bogotá  
case study

Bogotá is the capital 
city of Colombia, the 
Bogotá Metropolitan 
Area being one of the 
biggest urban areas 
of Latin America 
with almost 10 
million inhabitants. 
While it hosts the 
largest presence of 
Venezuelan refugees 
and migrants in the 

country – 347,178 according to official estimates – the 
available data on Bogotá as a host city is limited.

URBAN MIXED MIGRATION  
BAMAKO CASE STUDY

MMC Briefing Paper, November 2020

URBAN MIXED MIGRATION 
NAIROBI CASE STUDY

MMC Briefing Paper, November 2020

URBAN MIXED MIGRATION 
TUNIS CASE STUDY

MMC Briefing Paper, November 2020

URBAN MIXED MIGRATION  
KUALA LUMPUR CASE STUDY

MMC Briefing Paper, November 2020

URBAN MIXED MIGRATION  
BOGOTA CASE STUDY

MMC Briefing Paper, November 2020
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Research reports and papers 
A time for change? Access and barriers to regularization 
in Italy seen from the experiences of irregular migrant and 
refugee workers - December 2020

On 19 May 2020 Italy introduced a wide-ranging stimulus package, known as 
the “Relaunch Decree”, in a bid to repair the economic damage of the Covid-19 
pandemic. The decree’s many measures include enabling those working irregularly 
in specific economic sectors to apply for temporary regularization. The purported 
aim was to tackle labour shortages and limit the spread of the coronavirus in the 
informal settlements that continue to exist as migrants and refugees engage in a 
highly exploitative labour market. This briefing paper explores access and barriers 
to applying for regularization under the Relaunch Decree faced by African irregular 
workers. It is based on interviews with both people who applied and who did not

A Sharper Lens on Vulnerability (West Africa): A 
statistical analysis of the determinants of vulnerability to 
protection incidents among refugees and migrants on the 
move in West Africa – November 2020

This study explores the concept of migrant vulnerability by seeking to isolate factors 
which could make people on the move in the West Africa region more susceptible to 
experiencing (and/or witnessing, in the case of migrant deaths and sexual assault) 
one or more types of abuse. The report’s starting point is a unique 4Mi dataset 
compiled from more than 10,000 surveys of migrants and refugees in transit 
through the Central Sahel over a two-and-a-half-year period, in which respondents 
reported 23,204 discrete protection incidents.

A Sharper Lens on Vulnerability (North Africa): A 
statistical analysis of the determinants of vulnerability to 
protection incidents among refugees and migrants on the 
move in North Africa – November 2020

The journeys of people engaged in mixed migration to and through Libya tend to 
be long and perilous; over the past few years, news outlets, NGOs, and human 
rights watchdogs have extensively documented the dangers that refugees and 
migrants face along the routes to and through Libya. An important gap in the 
existing research on abuses and protection violations in Libya is an understanding 
of why certain people on the move are vulnerable to such incidents. To identify 
the demographic, social, and economic determinants of vulnerability to protection 
incidents – advanced statistical modelling was applied to a unique dataset of 
more than 5,000 refugees and migrants who reached Libya, largely from countries 
in West, Central and East Africa, and were surveyed by MMC’s Mixed Migration 
Monitoring Mechanism initiative (4Mi).

A time for change?
Access and barriers to regularization 
in Italy seen from the experiences of 
irregular migrant and refugee workers

MMC Briefing Paper, December 2020

A Sharper Lens on Vulnerability 
(West Africa)
A statistical analysis of the determinants of vulnerability  
to protection incidents among refugees and migrants in 
West Africa

MMC Research Report, November 2020

A Sharper Lens on Vulnerability 
(North Africa)
A statistical analysis of the determinants of vulnerability to 
protection incidents among refugees and migrants in Libya

MMC Research Report, November 2020
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COVID-19 and the Global Compact for Migration. Is a 
Compact born in a crisis born again in the whirlwinds of 
three global crises? – September 2020

Born itself out of a crisis—the so-called ‘migration crisis’ of 2015, is the Global 
Compact for Migration (GCM) actually fit for responding to new crises – the COVID-19 
pandemic, plus the economic and protection crises it has generated? What does 
a less than two-year old global agreement offer against these three sudden 
globe-shaking crises? Are these being seen as a Compact cemetery, or a proving 
ground?  Are States and others looking to the GCM before they take action, as a kind 
of dynamic global positioning system that points the way to practical alternatives 
and solutions in the three crises? Do they cite the connection of their action(s) to the 
GCM? Does it really matter if States and other actors cite the Compact as long as 
their practices match it? But most important to everyone consulted for this report: is 
the Compact making a difference for people on the ground? How do leaders active 

in international migration at the front-lines answer these questions? This MMC discussion paper offers this energy 
check and validity test on the GCM, just ahead of the Compact’s two-year anniversary at the end of 2020.

‘On this journey, no one cares if you live or die’. Abuse, 
protection, and justice along routes between East and 
West Africa and Africa’s Mediterranean coast – July 2020 

As refugees and migrants travel along the Central Mediterranean route to Libya, 
many continue to be subjected to horrific violence at multiple points along the way, 
as the testimonies in this report show, even before any attempt to cross the sea to 
Europe. It remains one of the deadliest land crossings in the world. This report draws 
on data collected by the Mixed Migration Centre’s 4Mi monitors along the route to 
map the places where refugees interviewed in 2018 and 2019 most frequently 
reported deaths, sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV), physical violence, and 
kidnappings. In follow up to earlier recommendations, UNHCR, together with the 
Mixed Migration Centre (MMC), seeks to draw further attention to the human rights 
abuses that take place along multiple sections of the Central Mediterranean land 
route. In doing so, and through the recommendations included in this report, UNHCR 

and MMC call for measures to hold perpetrators of crimes and human rights violations along the route accountable; for 
more measures to assist and protect victims; and for greater cooperation between States to increase protection and 
access to solutions, and enhance access to justice.

Concerns and Confusion: Afghan refugees and migrants in 
Turkey face COVID-related challenges every day. Afghan 
voices from Turkey – July 2020

Turkey has one of the highest number of reported COVID-19 cases in the Middle 
East. To stop the fast-growing outbreak, the government of Turkey imposed various 
measures. Apart from restricted freedom of movement and increased barriers to 
accessing basic services and needs, following the partial suspension of Directorate 
General of Migration Management (DGMM) activities, it is not clear how migrants 
and refugees are affected by COVID-19 and government measures to control the 
disease. Hence, to get an initial sense, MMC conducted eleven semi-structured 
interviews with migrants and refugees as well as community leaders and NGO 
representatives between 14 April and 19 May 2020. Being the largest group 
of irregular arrivals in Turkey since 2017, the focus was on Afghan refugees and 
migrants in Turkey.

COVID-19 and the Global Compact 
for Migration
Is a Compact born in a crisis born again in the whirlwinds of 
three global crises?

MMC Discussion Paper, September 2020

‘ON THIS JOURNEY, NO ONE CARES 
IF YOU LIVE OR DIE’
Abuse, protection, and justice along routes between  
East and West Africa and Africa’s Mediterranean coast
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refugees and migrants in Turkey face 
COVID-related challenges every day
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Executive Summary

1  Johns Hopkins University (2020). COVID-19 Dashboard by the Center for Systems Science and Engineering (CSSE)

Turkey has one of the highest number of reported 
COVID-19 cases in the Middle East. As of 15 July 2020, 
the number of confirmed cases stands at 215,000 
and 5,400 deaths have been reported.1 The country 
witnessed a very rapid increase in the first two weeks of 
April, peaking on 11 April with more than 5,100 confirmed 
cases on a single day. To stop the fast-growing outbreak, 

the government of Turkey imposed various measures. 
Among other things, international borders were closed, 
flights suspended, and freedom of movement restricted. 
This has not only impacted Turkish citizens but also the 
largest refugee population in a single country in the world 
(mainly 3.6 million Syrians under temporary protection), 
as well over 56,000 Afghans, Iraqis, Iranians who have 
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Destination Unknown: Afghans on the move in Turkey – 
June 2020

For decades, Turkey has been a host country and transit hub for hundreds of 
thousands of Afghan refugees, who constitute the second-largest group of 
refugees and asylum seekers registered in the country.  Triggered by this increase, 
this research report aims to improve understanding of the migration experiences 
of Afghans arriving in Turkey. It outlines key drivers behind Afghan migration and 
examines the factors influencing short- to long-term intentions, such as decisions 
to either stay in Turkey or continue onward movement. The report details living 
conditions of Afghans in Turkey, focusing on the policy framework that shapes 
legal and socio-economic factors, while highlighting vulnerabilities and protection 
challenges they encounter.

Mixed Migration in West Africa in 2030. Results from the 
Mixed Migration Scenario Building Workshop – April 2020

This report briefly outlines the key elements of the scenario approach adopted by 
the MMC and the exercises it carried out during a scenario-building exercise hosted 
and supported by the Rabat Process/ ICMPD in Abidjan in October 2019 as a 
side event to a Rabat Process workshop on migrant smuggling. It then presents a 
synthesis of the mixed migration context we see today in West Africa, followed by 
the results of its trend analysis on relatively certain factors impacting migration in 
2030 in West Africa.

Destined to migrate. Exploring a culture of migration in a 
world of migration restrictions – Kayes, Mali – March 2020

The region of Kayes in south-western Mali is known for its culture of migration, both 
within Africa and to France. As of October 2019, Malians are among the top five 
nationalities traveling towards Spain along the Western Mediterranean Sea.

The report explores 1) the extent to which the ‘culture of migration’ contributes to 
migration aspirations in Kayes today; 2) reflects on the impact of changes in EU 
migration policies on migration aspirations, journeys, and decision-making; and 3) 
reviews the role of information campaigns in shaping the migration perceptions and 
decision-making.

MALI

Exploring a culture of migration in 
a world of migration restrictions

Kayes, Mali

March 2020

Destined to migrate

Mixed Migration in 
West Africa in 2030 
Results from the Mixed Migration 
Scenario Building Workshop*

October 2019, Abidjan, Ivory Coast

*The workshop was organized as a side event in the margin of a Rabat Process workshop on migrant smuggling.

Destination Unknown  
Afghans on the move in Turkey

MMC Middle East Research Report, June 2020
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Evidence-based operational responses to mixed migration: 
challenges and best practice. External assessment – 
February 2020 

Over the past decade “evidence - based programming” has become increasingly 
popular in humanitarian response, with donors and practitioners alike emphasising 
the role of data in particular as a basis for informed decision-making. Mixed 
migration contexts are no exception, and this study was commissioned with a view 
to supporting MMC’s approaches to its third objective: contributing to evidence-
based protection responses for people on the move (programming).

Weak links: Challenging the climate & migration paradigm 
in the Horn of Africa & Yemen – February 2020

When mobility drivers are scrutinised and climate change is found to play a role 
in movement, it remains difficult to determine the extent of its influence. Although 
conditions in the Horn of Africa and Yemen are variously characterised by conflict, 
authoritarian regimes, poor governance, poverty, and mass displacement, along 
with harsh environments that produce negative climate change impacts, there is 
scant evidence that these impacts cause intercontinental and interregional mixed 
migration. The linkages are hard to locate. Climate change and environmental 
stressors cannot easily be disaggregated from the wide range of factors affecting 
populations, and even where some disaggregation is evident the results are not 
seen in the volume, direction, or destination choices of those affected.

Weak links: Challenging the climate 
& mixed migration paradigm in the 
Horn of Africa & Yemen

MMC Briefing Paper, February 2020

Evidence-based operational 
responses to mixed migration: 
challenges and best practice

External assessment, January 2020
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4Mi snapshots focused on Covid-19
The Covid-19 4Mi snapshots focus on the impact of Covid-19 on refugees and migrants on the move, exploring 
topics such as impact on their lives and migration journeys, risk awareness, access and barriers to healthcare and 
protection needs, aiming to fill the information and evidence gap around the specific impact of Covid-19 on refugees 
and migrants on the move. The collected 4Mi data will contribute towards building a solid evidence base to inform 
targeted responses on the ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to the situation of refugees and migrants during 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Global

Covid-19 Global Updates

The first series of five global updates provide regular 
up-to-date findings on Covid-19 awareness, knowledge 
and risk perception, access to information, access to 
healthcare, assistance needs and the impact on refugees’ 
and migrants’ lives and migration journeys.

COVID-19 global update #1 – April 2020

COVID-19 global update #2 - May 2020

COVID-19 global update #3 – May 2020

COVID-19 global update #4 – June 2020

COVID-19 global update #5 – June 2020

Covid-19 Global Thematic Updates:

After the initial roll-out of our adapted 4Mi survey focusing 
on the immediate impact of the pandemic in April, we 
moved into a new data collection phase in July, further 
zooming in on the impact of the pandemic on mixed 
migration, including migrant smuggling, drivers of mixed 
migration and movement decision-making, and protection.

COVID-19 Global Thematic Update #1 Impact of 
COVID-19 on migrant smuggling– September 2020

COVID-19 Global Thematic Update #2 Impact of 
COVID-19 on protection risks for refugees and migrants 
– October 2020

COVID-19 Global Thematic Update #3 Impact of 
COVID-19 on refugees and migrants with children– 
November 2020

COVID-19 Global Thematic Update #4 Impact of 
COVID-19 on the decision to migrate – December 2020

1

Key messages 
• Overall, with increased need for and reduced access to smugglers as well as 

increased fees, refugees’ and migrants’ dependence on smugglers appears to 
have increased, and this increased dependency increases risks and vulnerability to 
protection incidents. 

• 47% of surveyed refugees and migrants cited increased difficulty crossing borders 
as an impact of the coronavirus crisis on their migration journey, with substantial 
variations between regions.

• 37% of refugees and migrants interviewed by MMC indicated a greater need for 
smugglers. In West Africa and Latin America, this rose to 44% and 46%, respectively.

• 43% of surveyed refugees and migrants indicated increased difficulties accessing 
smugglers, with Latin America the only region where respondents less frequently said 
this was the case.

.

This is the first of a series of global thematic updates on 4Mi data collected remotely by MMC about the impact of COVID-19 on refugees and migrants 
travelling along mixed migration routes in Africa, Asia and Latin America. After the initial roll-out of our adapted 4Mi survey focusing on the immediate 
impact of the pandemic in April, we moved into a new data collection phase in July, further zooming in on the impact of the pandemic on mixed migration, 
including migrant smuggling, drivers of mixed migration and movement decision-making, and protection. This first monthly thematic update focuses on 
the impact of COVID-19 on migrant smuggling (demand, access, fees, dependency and risks). Similar to MMC’s previous global data updates since the 
start of the pandemic, these thematic reports provide an aggregated overview from all regions; more detailed, thematic and response-oriented COVID-19 
snapshots are also developed in each of the MMC regional offices and available here.

COVID-19 Global Thematic Update #1 - 1 September 2020

Impact of COVID-19 on migrant smuggling

 
• Half of all respondents noted that smugglers’ fees have increased since the 

COVID-19 crisis began. Respondents in Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Colombia, Peru, 
and Libya all more frequently reported this. Migrant smuggling seems to reflect 
market dynamics of supply and demand - with higher demand leading to higher fees 
- as these are also the regions where respondents cited the most increased need for 
smugglers.

• Most respondents (61%) indicated that smugglers have started using more 
dangerous routes since the outbreak of the pandemic. A strikingly high percentage 
of over 70% of respondents in Niger, Malaysia and Tunisia indicated that smugglers 
were choosing more dangerous paths.

• Smugglers are among a number of groups likely to be the perpetrators of protection 
incidents.

1

Key messages 
• Interviewed refugees and migrants in Colombia, Peru, Libya and Tunisia show high levels of 

awareness and knowledge on COVID-19; hardly anyone has been tested. 
• The national government is most often seen as a trustworthy source of information on 

COVID-19, but it is not always the most used. In Libya, for example, other migrants are the 
main source of information.

• Across the 4 countries, only 37% of interviewed refugees and migrants said they could access 
healthcare if they had coronavirus symptoms, although in Colombia more than half said they 
could. 

• The main barriers to healthcare for the refugees and migrants are discrimination against 
foreigners, lack of money and lack of legal documents, while in Libya fear of being reported 
and general insecurity play a slightly larger role than among respondents in other countries. 

• Over 85% of respondents said they need additional assistance since the crisis began, but 
less than one-third on average had received additional assistance. Respondents primarily cite 
basic needs: food, water and shelter, but also cash and sanitary items. 

• More than two-thirds of respondents said they had lost income due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
with highest percentages in Colombia and Peru. Respondents cite reduced access to work as 
the main impact of the crisis. 

• Most respondents had not yet changed their migration plans due to the crisis, although 
respondents in North Africa report a greater impact of the COVID-19 crisis on their migration 
journeys than those in Colombia and Peru.

This is the first update on the situation for refugees and migrants on mixed migration routes around the world in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. Using data collected 
by MMC, the objective of the global updates is to provide regular up-to-date findings on COVID-19 awareness, knowledge and risk perception, access to information, 
access to healthcare, assistance needs and the impact on refugees’ and migrants’ lives and migration journeys. Published once every two weeks, this series provides an 
aggregated overview; more detailed, thematic and response-oriented COVID-19 snapshots are also developed in each of the MMC regional offices and available here: 
mixedmigration.org/resource-type/covid-19/

COVID-19 global update #1 – 27 April 2020

Impact of COVID-19 on refugees and migrants 

Profiles
692 respondents were interviewed between 7 and 20 April 2020, with 185 of them in 
Colombia (mean age: 34; 75% women), 212 in Libya (mean age: 31; 28% women), 53 in 
Peru (mean age: 33; 49% women), and 242 in Tunisia (mean age: 29; 33% women). In 
Colombia and Peru, all respondents were Venezuelan nationals. In Libya and Tunisia, more 
than 30 nationalities were represented, with more respondents from Sudan (15%), Nigeria 
(13%), and Côte d’Ivoire (11%). Out of all respondents, approximately 10% reported living 
in camps or informal settlements in the past six months (Colombia: 11%, Peru: 6%, Libya: 
1%, Tunisia: 16%).

A summary of the methodology can be found here. Figures for Peru should be interpreted 
with caution, since the number of interviews in this country is low. All figures are rounded 
to the nearest whole number. This first global update only reports on Colombia, Peru, Libya 
and Tunisia, which is where MMC first rolled out the adapted 4Mi COVID-19 survey. Data 
collection has also started in West Africa, East Africa and Asia and future updates will 
include data from these regions.
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Europe

The Impact of Covid-19 on protection among Afghan 
refugees and migrants in Greece – November 2020

West Africa

Refugees’ and migrants’ access to health services in 
West Africa in times of COVID-19 – October 2020

Impact of COVID-19 on refugees and migrants in West 
Africa – May 2020

East Africa and Yemen

Impact of COVID-19 on daily lives and journeys of 
refugees and migrants in Somaliland – October 2020

Awareness of COVID-19 and access to services among 
refugees and migrants in Somaliland – October 2020

The impact of COVID-19 on Ethiopian refugees and 
migrants in Somaliland – August 2020

Access to services – impact of COVID-19 on refugees 
and migrants in North Africa who have left or transited 
Ethiopia – July 2020

Awareness of COVID-19 and access to services among 
refugees and migrants in Kenya and Somaliland – May 
2020

Understanding the impact of COVID-19 on refugees and 
migrants in Kenya and Somaliland -  May 2020

Asia

The Impact of COVID-19 on the Smuggling of Refugees 
and Migrants from Afghanistan – October 2020

Protection risks faced by Rohingya and Bangladeshis in 
Malaysia amid the COVID-19 crisis – August 2020

1

This snapshot aims to contribute towards a solid evidence base to inform targeted 
responses on the ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to the situation of refugees 
and migrants during the Covid-19 pandemic. The findings presented here reflect the 
impact of Covid-19 on protection among Afghan refugees and migrants in Greece but 
should also be understood against the background of an increasingly tough approach 
to migration management in the country, including detention of asylum seekers and 
migrants and alleged pushbacks at sea 1.

Key findings
Overall, from the analysis of the surveys, it is perceived by the respondents that since 
the beginning of Covid-19 there has been an increase in the protection risks they face in 
Greece in several ways. More specifically:

• 75% of respondents think there is an increased risk of deportation.

• 78% of respondents think there is an increased risk of arbitrary arrest and detention.

• 66% of respondents believe that there has been an increase in domestic violence 
since the pandemic began.

The findings presented here, correspond with the results from other regions focused 
on the impact of Covid-19 on protection risks for refugees and migrants along mixed 
migration routes in Africa, Asia and Latin America.

1 For more information see also a recent New York Times article, and a report by Deutsche Welle..

Profiles
Respondents were asked to voice their level of agreement in a series of statements about 
protection violations since the pandemic began, based on their experience.2  The sample 
for the snapshot report includes 207 surveys with Afghans conducted between 15th 
July and 31st August 2020. 56% of respondents are men (n=115) and 44% are women 
(n=92). The sample includes both people who have been travelling before and during the 
Covid-19 pandemic: from the 207 respondents, 36% (n=74) arrived in Greece in 2018, 
39% (n=81) in 2019 and 25% (n=52) in 2020. Two Afghans had not heard of Covid-19 
during the time of the interview and therefore they have been excluded from the sample. 
4Mi also collects data on other nationalities in Greece including Syrians and Iraqis but 
given the limited number of interviews among these nationalities (5 and 1, respectively), 
these are not included in the analysis for this snapshot report. 

2 Note that the questions relate to perceptions based on experience, but do not relate to direct experiences.

MMC Europe 4Mi Snapshot – November 2020

The impact of Covid-19 on protection among Afghan 
refugees and migrants in Greece

1

This snapshot is the second on the impact of COVID-19 on refugees and migrants in 
mixed movements1 into and through Somaliland. It focuses on the impact of the virus on 
daily life and journeys, and protection risks. It aims to contribute towards a solid evidence 
base to inform targeted responses on the ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to 
the situation of refugees and migrants during the coronavirus pandemic.

Key findings
• Over 70% of refugees and migrants interviewed report anxiety and stress about 

COVID and the situation and nearly 20% report increased xenophobia and racism.

• 41% of respondents reported losing an income due to the coronavirus restrictions, 
increasing vulnerability.

• Death, physical violence, and robbery high among reported risks.

Profiles
The analysis is based on 102 interviews conducted with refugees and migrants in 
Somaliland between May 4 and June 4, 2020. Interviews were conducted in Berbera (27) 
Hargeisa (45), and Waajale (30). The respondents were from Ethiopia (57) and Yemen 
(45). 66 of them were men and 36 were women with an average age of 31. Interpretations 
based on this limited sample size should be made with caution, and does not necessarily 
represent the view of the entire Ethiopian or Yemeni communities in Somaliland, but 
findings will become more informative as the dataset continues to grow.

1 MMC normally applies the term ‘mixed migration’ to refer to cross-border movements of people including refugees fleeing persecution and conflict, victims of trafficking and people seeking better lives and opportunities. See MMC’s 
full definition of mixed migration and associated terminology here. UNHCR applies the term ‘mixed movement’, defined as: The cross-border movement of people, generally in an irregular manner, involving individuals and groups 
who travel alongside each other, using similar routes and means of transport or facilitators, but for different reasons.  People travelling as part of mixed movements have different needs and profiles and may include asylum-seek-
ers, refugees, victims of trafficking, unaccompanied or separated children, stateless persons, and migrants (including migrants in irregular situations or migrants in vulnerable situations). In light of the partnership between UNHCR 
and MMC to develop this joint publication the term ‘mixed movement’ is used.”

Table 1. Nationality and gender of respondents 

Reduced access to work and more stress 
impacting the majority of respondents
As shown in Figure 1, the main impacts of COVID-19 on refugees’ and migrants’ lives 
have been reduced access to work (73%), more stress (71%), and reduced availability of 
basic goods (39%). These trends have remained consistent since the beginning of data 
collection in April 2020. Respondents also reported increased racism and xenophobia 
(20%). 

MMC East Africa and Yemen 4Mi Snapshot – October 2020

Impact of COVID-19 on daily lives and journeys of 
refugees and migrants interviewed in Somaliland

Nationality Men Women Total

Ethiopia 44 13 57

Yemen 22 23 45

Total 66 36 102

1

Since April 2020, MMC Asia has been interviewing returned refugees and migrants in 
Afghanistan to better understand their experiences and needs during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The deteriorating socioeconomic and political situation in Afghanistan, 
compounded by COVID-19, is increasing pressure on returnees to re-migrate in search 
of greater safety as well as stable employment to sustain themselves and their families,1 
resulting in an increased demand for smuggler services. While border closures remain in 
place, journeys have become more dangerous and more expensive as smugglers adapt.

This snapshot on the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on the smuggling of refugees and 
migrants from Afghanistan aims to contribute towards building a solid evidence base 
to inform targeted responses on the ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to the 
situation of returnees during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Recommendations
• Continue to monitor the impact of COVID-19 on smuggling, with a focus on protection 

risks;

• Ensure that COVID-19-related border closures do not compromise human rights, 
monitor the use of force at borders and ensure that the right to seek asylum is upheld; 

• Ensure refugees and migrants have access to healthcare and essential services by 
including them in COVID-19 response plans.

1 https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/covid-19-creates-new-challenges-migrants-afghanistan-and-abroad 

Profile
Information in this snapshot was collected between 2 July and 30 August 20202 in 
seven provinces of Afghanistan (Kabul, Herat, Balkh, Kunduz, Nangarhar, Kandahar, and 
Nimruz) as well as three border points (Zaranj, Islam Qala, and Turkham) in Afghanistan. 
450 phone interviews were conducted. The majority (86%) of respondents were men. 
The high number of male respondents is likely due, in part, to a high proportion of 
returnees overall being men, particularly among those returning from Iran and Pakistan.3 
The average age of respondents was 29. Respondents surveyed were primarily Hazara 
(29%), Tajik (26%), and Pashtun (23%), having attained secondary/high school (38%) or 
primary (24%) levels of education. 

Returning migrants and refugees face increasing 
financial hardship 
Nearly half of respondents (44%) reported that they returned to Afghanistan due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, with most (75%, n=97) citing job loss as their main reason for 
return. Of those interviewed, 33% were deported, 32% returned independently and 26% 
were assisted by UN/IOM.  

Many returning migrants and refugees have faced difficulties and challenges in securing 
an income upon return to Afghanistan due to lockdowns, ongoing movement restrictions 
and an already failing economy.4 Around half of all respondents surveyed (52%, n=450) 
reported that they had lost some form of income as a result of COVID-19. This is most 
frequently causing increased worry and anxiety (58%) and the inability to afford basic 

2 MMC Asia moved into a new data collection phase in July focusing on the longer-term impact of the pan-
demic on returnees in Afghanistan including smuggling, protection risks, and migration intentions.

3 According to UNHCR’s Border Monitoring Updates 23 – 20 August, the female-male ratio of returnees 
from Iran was estimated at 1:5.

4 See https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/coronavirus-threatens-push-afghan-returnees-deeper-pov-
erty 

MMC Asia 4Mi Snapshot – October 2020

The Impact of COVID-19 on the Smuggling of Refugees and 
Migrants from Afghanistan
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The ongoing coronavirus pandemic has had significant impacts on mobility within West Africa. 
This Snapshot is the first in a series that documents this phenomenon through an adapted version 
of MMC’s regular 4Mi data collection carried out in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger. It is intended to 
provide an introduction to the effects that COVID-19 has had on people on the move within the 
region, giving an overview of their profiles, awareness and risk perception related to the coronavirus, 
access to healthcare, assistance received and needed, impacts on their daily lives and effects on 
their migration journeys.

Key messages and recommendations
• The virus has impacted the lives and/or journeys of 97% of respondents. 
• While 90% of respondents expressed worry about contracting the virus, only 50% said they 

could access healthcare if they experienced symptoms.
• 86% of respondents have needed extra assistance since the beginning of the pandemic, but only 

21% said they had received extra help. 
• The most frequently cited impacts on migration are increased difficulty crossing borders and 

difficulty moving within countries (mentioned by 65% and 45% of respondents respectively). 
With migrant associations closed or partially closed in some transit cities such as Bamako, this 
puts migrants and refugees in an even more precarious situation. Some respondents interviewed 
by 4Mi report to be sleeping in stations where they report to be at risk of abuse.1 This situation 
might also lead those blocked in transit to take more dangerous irregular routes to continue their 
journey. Responses should account for the increased vulnerability of persons unable to continue 
with their journeys as planned, including basic needs (shelter, food and water).

• Cash-based interventions appear particularly relevant given reduced access to work, need for 
funds to access health services, and respondents’ emphasis on cash as an area for additional 
assistance. 

1 4Mi respondent from Benin interviewed in Kantchari (Burkina Faso) in April: With the crisis, I am obliged to stay here, and because of 
this I am sleeping in the station so you can see that I am exposed to greater risk. Translated from French : « avec la crise je suis obligé 
de rester ici, et pour cela je dors dans la gare, donc vous voyez que je suis exposé a une augmentation de risque. »

• Migrants and refugees need information on where to access healthcare, but also reassurance 
that they won’t be arrested/deported in doing so. Information should be disseminated through 
channels that they trust (the 4Mi snapshot on access to information suggests that main trusted 
channels are: friends and family, social media and radio).

• Interesting variations were seen by country in a variety of categories; it will be important to tailor 
programmatic responses to coronavirus accordingly. 

Profiles
This snapshot is based on telephone surveys carried out with 344 migrants and refugees in Burkina 
Faso (98 interviews), Mali (101 interviews) and Niger (145 interviews) during the week of 20-24 April. 
A little less than a third of the respondents were female (n=104). The top six countries of origin for 
respondents were Guinea (n=46), Nigeria (n=44), Niger (n=41), Mali (n=37), Ivory Coast (n=30) and 
Burkina Faso (n=30). Age of respondents ranged from 19 to 56, with an average age of 29.

COVID-19 awareness is high; so is concern about catching 
the virus 
All respondents surveyed indicated that they had heard of COVID-19, and the majority (314) said 
that they have seen people acting more cautiously (e.g. keeping distance, wearing gloves, masks 
etc.) in the context of the pandemic. The majority (310) also agreed with the statement “I am worried 
about catching coronavirus and its impact on my health.” This response did not differ significantly 
according to gender, although there was slight variation seen when analysed by country, with 96% 
of respondents interviewed in Mali agreeing with the statement as compared to 91% in Burkina Faso 
and 85.5% in Niger.

MMC West Africa 4Mi COVID-19 Snapshot – 13 May 2020

Impact of COVID-19 on refugees and migrants in West Africa
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This snapshot focuses on the increased need for humanitarian assistance caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic among refugees and migrants in Guatemala and Mexico, as well 
as the additional assistance that they received during this crisis. It aims to contribute to 
building a solid evidence base to inform targeted responses on the ground, as well as 
advocacy efforts related to the situation of refugees and migrants during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Recommendations
• Increase humanitarian assistance to limit the adverse impact of the COVID-19 crisis 

for refugees and migrants and avoid negative coping mechanisms.

• Prioritize cash-based assistance to ensure that refugees and migrants can cover their 
most pressing needs. 

• Ensure that refugees and migrants are adequately included in government relief 
programs related to COVID-19.

Profiles
This analysis is based on 212 surveys conducted between 13 July and 29 August 2020. 
Data collection was carried out remotely by phone. 

59% of respondents were interviewed in Guatemala and 41% in Mexico. 87% of those 
interviewed in Guatemala were in Guatemala City and 13% were in other cities such 
as Chimaltenango, Escuintla, Quetzaltenango, Sacatepéquez. 91% of respondents in 
Mexico were in Tapachula (State of Chiapas) and the remaining 9% were in different cities 
including Ciudad Hidalgo and Escuintla. 

51% of respondents were women and 49% were men. The average age of respondents 
was 34. (see Figure 1). 

Figure 1. Age range and sex

38% of respondents had completed high school, followed by elementary school (25%), 
vocational training (19%) and higher education (13%).

Respondents were mainly from Honduras (87 of 212, or 41%), El Salvador (58 of 212, or 
27%) and Nicaragua (41 of 212, or 19%). 13% of respondents came from other countries: 
Cuba, Venezuela, Guatemala, and Mexico. As more interviews are conducted in Mexico, 
the proportion of Guatemalan respondents is likely to increase.

MMC Latin America and the Caribbean 4Mi Snapshot - September 2020
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As of June 25th, there are 87 recorded active coronavirus cases remaining in Tunisia, 
down from 1,160 at its peak, and economic activities are resuming.1 This snapshot 
explores the impact that COVID-19 and the measures to prevent its spread have had on 
refugees’ and migrants’ employment and livelihood opportunities. It aims to inform the 
work of humanitarian and development actors assisting affected refugees and migrants.

Key recommendations
• Increase basic needs assistance – food, water, shelter – to vulnerable refugees and 

migrants across Tunisia, to avoid negative coping mechanisms due to loss of income;

• Increase cash programming, including cash for health services, for the broader refugee 
and migrant population based on their own assessment of their needs following the 
loss of work and income;

• The impact of the COVID-19 crisis on refugees’ and migrants’ access to work – largely 
in the informal sector – highlights the need for greater legal pathways so that refugees 
and migrants can access employment opportunities in the formal sector.

Profiles
This snapshot is based on 1,172 surveys and 12 key informant interviews with refugees 
and migrants in Tunisia conducted between April 6th and June 15th, 2020. Respondents 
were surveyed in 15 cities across the country; most notably, in Sfax (29%), Médenine 
(27%) and Tunis (21%). The main origin countries of respondents are Côte d’Ivoire (24%), 
Sudan (9%), and Eritrea (9%). Other countries include, but are not limited to Cameroon, 
Guinea, Mali, and Burkina Faso. Of those surveyed, 65% are men and 35% are women, 
ranging from 18 to 70 years of age (Figure 1). 

1 Ministère de la Santé de la République Tunisienne (2020). Nombre de cas actifs en Tunisie. 

MMC North Africa 4Mi Snapshot – July 2020

The impact of COVID-19 on refugees and migrants in  
Tunisia - a focus on employment and livelihoods

Figure 1. Age range and sex of respondents

Most surveyed refugees and migrants are 
experiencing reduced work and income because 
of COVID-19
A majority (61%) of surveyed refugees and migrants reported experiencing reduced 
access to work as one of the impacts of the COVID-19 crisis on their daily lives (Figure 
2), while around the same share (60%) reported having lost income due to the imposed 
restrictions (Figure 3). Some 36% (n=420) of respondents, however, indicated that they 
were not earning an income at the time of the outbreak.
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Other 4Mi snapshots 

Refugees and migrants interviewed in 
Somaliland- a focus on profiles and 
drivers – October 2020

The purpose of this snapshot is to provide information on 
profiles, drivers and decision making among refugees and 
migrants travelling to and transiting through Somaliland. 
676 interviews were conducted in Berbera (206), Borama 
(49), Hargeisa (214), Loya Ade (2) and Waajale (205) 
between September 2019 and January 2020.

Refugees and migrants interviewed 
in Somaliland - a focus on financing, 
information and protection risks – 
October 2020

The purpose of this snapshot is to provide information 
on financing, decision making and journey conditions 
of refugees and migrants travelling to and transiting 
through Somaliland. This data set is based on 676 
interviews conducted in Berbera (206), Borama (49), 
Hargeisa (214), Loya Ade (2) and Waajale (205) between 
September 2019 and January 2020.

Protection risks along the journey to 
Khartoum - September 2020

Data and research on mixed migration in Sudan are 
scarce, in particular regarding the protection landscape 
for refugees and migrants. Drawing upon data from 
a 4Mi pilot in Khartoum state, this snapshot seeks 
to examine the main risks along mixed migration 
routes to and through the country’s capital to better 
understand refugee and migrant vulnerability and inform 
programming and policy.

Protection risks along migration 
routes through North Africa to Italy – 
September 2020

This snapshot introduces the second analysis of the 4Mi 
data collected through interviews with refugees and 
migrants in Italy and focuses on migration routes starting 
from Nigeria and Côte d’Ivoire. It identifies the major 
stops along these routes, the most dangerous locations 
as reported by migrants and refugees and what type of 
risks they face.

1

This Mixed Migration Monitoring Mechanism Initiative (4Mi) snapshot presents the findings 
of data collected in Somaliland from refugees and migrants on the move into and through 
Somaliland in mixed movements.1 The purpose of this snapshot is to provide information 
on profiles, drivers and decision making among refugees and migrants travelling to and 
transiting through Somaliland. 

Key findings
• Respondents were more frequently found to be refugees and asylum seekers than 

migrants: 55% of respondents reported that they had either applied for asylum (23%) 
or were registered refugees (32%).2 

• Violence (59%) and economic reasons (56%) are the most-cited reasons for leaving 
among respondents.

• Female respondents were more likely to cite violence and insecurity as a reason for 
leaving (70%), in comparison to men (47%).

Profiles 
676 interviews were conducted in Berbera (206), Borama (49), Hargeisa (214), Loya Ade 
(2) and Waajale (205) between September 2019 and January 2020. Geographic areas 
for the data collection presented in this snapshot were agreed mutually between UNHCR 
and MMC, and include urban areas, border crossings, and places of destination. All 
respondents began their journeys outside Somalia. 

1 MMC normally applies the term ‘mixed migration’ to refer to cross-border movements of people including refugees fleeing persecution and conflict, victims of trafficking and people seeking better lives and opportunities. See MMC’s 
full definition of mixed migration and associated terminology here. UNHCR applies the term ‘mixed movement’, defined as: The cross-border movement of people, generally in an irregular manner, involving individuals and groups 
who travel alongside each other, using similar routes and means of transport or facilitators, but for different reasons.  People travelling as part of mixed movements have different needs and profiles and may include asylum-seek-
ers, refugees, victims of trafficking, unaccompanied or separated children, stateless persons, and migrants (including migrants in irregular situations or migrants in vulnerable situations). In light of the partnership between UNHCR 
and MMC to develop this joint publication the term ‘mixed movement’ is used.”

2 4Mi uses a purposive sampling method to identify respondents. We do not know whether the respondent is a migrant or a refugee before the interview.

Table 1. Nationality and gender of respondents

This analysis is based on 673 interviews with 473 Ethiopians and 200 Yemenis (see 
Table 1). Three interviews were excluded from the analysis (with 2 Eritrean women, and 
1 Syrian woman). 

As in Figure 1 below, the majority of respondents were married at the time of interview 
(62%); 33% reported that they were single; and the remainder that they were either 
divorced/separated (4%) or widowed (1%). The proportion of married respondents 
(n=418) was higher among those who reported that Somaliland was their final destination 
(68%), than those who were travelling onward (23%). Married respondents were also 
more numerous among Ethiopians (n=473, 78%) than Yemenis (n=200, 41%).  This may 
suggest that married respondents travel relatively shorter overland distances than their 
unmarried counterparts.

MMC East Africa and Yemen 4Mi Snapshot – October 2020

Refugees and migrants interviewed in Somaliland: 
a focus on profiles and drivers

Nationality Men Women Total

Ethiopia 334 139 473

Yemen 169 31 200

Total 503 170 673

1

Data and research on mixed migration in Sudan are scarce, in particular regarding the 
protection landscape for refugees and migrants. A number of reports have highlighted 
risks of torture, trafficking and extortion as well as violence, deprivation of documents, 
and detention. Drawing upon data from a 4Mi pilot in Khartoum state, this snapshot seeks 
to examine the main risks along mixed migration routes to and through the country’s 
capital to better understand refugee and migrant vulnerability and inform programming 
and policy.

Recommendations
• Provide protection programming for refugees and migrants moving from Libya and 

Chad to Khartoum, who may require specific services (e.g. medical care and psycho-
social support). 

• Engage authorities in Libya and Sudan to decriminalize migration and provide 
safeguards for asylum seekers who are often forced to cross borders irregularly in 
search of safety. 

• Engage authorities in Libya, Chad and Sudan to uphold legal and institutional 
frameworks which make accountable the perpetrators of protection violations.

Profiles
This snapshot is based on data collected through a 4Mi pilot in Sudan with 65 refugees 
and migrants surveyed from May 30 - July 27, 2020 in Khartoum state.1 Respondents 
represent 18 different nationalities, most notably Liberian (n=17), Nigerian (n=12), 
Cameroonian (n=6), Eritrean (n=5), and Ivorian (n=5). Other nationalities include 
Burkinabe, Central African, Kenyan, Malian, Congolese (DRC), and Senegalese. Of those 
surveyed, 47 are men and 18 are women, and their ages range from 21 to 50.

1 Khartoum state includes the localities of Khartoum (city), Ombada, Omdurman, Karary, Bahri, Sharq Elnil, 
Jabal Awliya.

Figure 1. Age and sex distribution of respondents
 

Respondents perceive routes through Libya and 
Chad to Sudan as particularly risky 
When queried about the most dangerous location on their journey, respondents most 
often cited Libya (20 out of 22 respondents who had transited through Libya), followed by 
Chad (15 out of 25 who had transited through Chad), and Sudan (10 out of all 65 surveyed 
in Sudan). A 29-year-old respondent from the Central African Republic highlighted the 
particular risks of journeys along routes through Libya, noting: “It is total insecurity, 
especially in Libya.” Other surveyed refugees and migrants highlighted the relative 
security of Sudan compared to Libya, noting that Sudan was a place of comparative 
refuge along the journey. A 35-year-old Nigerien man explains: “Since I left Niger for 
Libya, I have suffered. Libya has been hell for me. I went to Sudan thanks to a friend.”

MMC North Africa 4Mi Snapshot – September 2020

Protection risks along the journey to Khartoum
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Main migration routes from Nigeria and Côte 
d’Ivoire 
Figure 1. Migration routes starting from Nigeria and Côte d’Ivoire

This snapshot introduces the second analysis of the 4Mi data collected through interviews 
with refugees and migrants in Italy and focuses on migration routes starting from Nigeria 
and Côte d’Ivoire. It identifies the major stops along these routes, the most dangerous 
locations as reported by migrants and refugees and what type of risks they face, with 
the aim to add to the evidence base for policy and programming responses. For more 
information about MMC’s 4Mi data collection initiative, see http://www.mixedmigration.
org/4mi/

Conditions for refugees and migrants and 
the COVID-19 pandemic
This snapshot provides information on journeys that occurred before COVID-19 
was declared a pandemic. MMC’s research since the pandemic indicates that the 
situation and risks migrants and refugees face along these routes are likely to have 
worsened as border closures and movement restrictions result in use of more risky 
routes and further exposure to abuse and exploitation. Since the pandemic, MMC 
has continued to collect data among refugees and migrants focusing on the impact 
of the COVID-19 crisis. In Italy, it has collected qualitative data. In West Africa, 
East Africa, North Africa, Asia and Latin America, it has conducted quantitative 
data collection. For more information on these reports visit the COVID-19 section 
on the MMC website: http://www.mixedmigration.org/resource-type/covid-19/ 

The sample used for the analysis in this report includes 95 respondents (68 men and 27 
women) and data was collected between 25 November 2019 and 10 March 2020. The 
respondents originate from Nigeria (66) and Côte d’Ivoire (29).

MMC Europe 4Mi Snapshot – September 2020

Protection risks along migration routes through North Africa 
to Italy
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This snapshot is the second presenting the findings of data collected in Somaliland 
from refugees and migrants.1  The purpose of this snapshot is to provide information on 
financing, decision making and journey conditions of refugees and migrants travelling to 
and transiting through Somaliland. 

Key findings
• Somaliland is a destination for 65% of respondents, and a point of transit for 27% of 

respondents. 41% of those transiting through Somaliland were headed towards Gulf 
States.

• Most respondents (59%) received help from family and friends to start their journeys. 
Few relied on smugglers.

• Respondents reported numerous human rights violations on their journeys. Among 
those who experienced violations, smugglers were cited among the most common 
perpetrators.

• Only 16% of respondents said they received assistance on their journeys.

Profiles 
This data set is based on 676 interviews conducted in Berbera (206), Borama (49), 
Hargeisa (214), Loya Ade (2) and Waajale (205) between September 2019 and January 
2020. Geographic areas for the data collection presented in this snapshot were agreed 
mutually between UNHCR and MMC, and include urban areas, border crossings, and 
places of destination. All respondents began their journeys outside Somalia. 

1 MMC normally applies the term ‘mixed migration’ to refer to cross-border movements of people including refugees fleeing persecution and conflict, victims of trafficking and people seeking better lives and opportunities. See MMC’s 
full definition of mixed migration and associated terminology here. UNHCR applies the term ‘mixed movement’, defined as: The cross-border movement of people, generally in an irregular manner, involving individuals and groups 
who travel alongside each other, using similar routes and means of transport or facilitators, but for different reasons.  People travelling as part of mixed movements have different needs and profiles and may include asylum-seek-
ers, refugees, victims of trafficking, unaccompanied or separated children, stateless persons, and migrants (including migrants in irregular situations or migrants in vulnerable situations). In light of the partnership between UNHCR 
and MMC to develop this joint publication the term ‘mixed movement’ is used.”

Table 1. Nationality and gender of respondents

This analysis is based on 673 interviews with 473 Ethiopians and 200 Yemenis (see 
Table 1). Three interviews were excluded from the analysis (with 2 Eritrean women, and 
1 Syrian woman). 

Journeys largely financed by respondents’ 
savings
59% of respondents said they had received help from their family and friends to start their 
journey, and 39% said that they started the journey without help from others. 

MMC East Africa and Yemen 4Mi Snapshot – October 2020

Refugees & migrants interviewed in Somaliland: a 
focus on financing, information & protection risks

Nationality Men Women Total

Ethiopia 334 139 473

Yemen 169 31 200

Total 503 170 673
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Detention of migrants and refugees 
in Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger – July 
2020

This snapshot provides an overview of 4Mi data in 
relation to the detention of migrants and refugees in West 
Africa. It is based on 3,094 4Mi interviews conducted 
between June and November 2019, 30% of which were 
with women. Interviews took place in Mali (Kayes, Mopti, 
Gao, Timbuktu and Ber), Niger (Niamey, Diffa, Agadez, 
N’guimi and Tillabéri) and Burkina Faso (Dori, Bobo 
Dioulasso and Kantchari).

The decision to migrate among 
Afghans – access to information and 
key influencers – June 2020

This snapshot explores factors influencing migration 
decision-making among Afghans, including the 
information available to them pre-migration, as well as 
trusted sources of information.

Ethiopians and Somalis interviewed in 
Yemen – June 2020

The ‘Eastern Route’ is the mixed migration route from 
East Africa to the Gulf (through Yemen) and is the largest 
mixed migration route out of East Africa. This snapshot 
draws from 128 interviews conducted with Ethiopians 
and Somalis in Yemen between September 2018 and 
March 2020 in locations across Yemen.

Profiles and drivers of Eritreans in 
mixed migration flows – June 2020

This snapshot focuses on 122 interviews conducted 
with Eritreans traveling along mixed migration routes 
out of East Africa between June 2017 and December 
2019. These interviews were conducted in Denmark (7), 
Djibouti (1), Egypt (8), Germany (73), Kenya (12), Norway 
(4), and South Africa (17).
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This snapshot provides an overview of 4Mi data in relation to the detention of migrants 
and refugees in West Africa. It is based on 3,094 4Mi interviews conducted between 
June and November 2019, 30% of which were with women. Interviews took place in 
Mali (Kayes, Mopti, Gao, Timbuktu and Ber), Niger (Niamey, Diffa, Agadez, N’guimi and 
Tillabéri) and Burkina Faso (Dori, Bobo Dioulasso and Kantchari). The main nationalities 
interviewed were Guinean (12%), Nigerian (12%), Burkinabe (12%), Malian (10%), Ivorian 
(10%) and Nigerien (9%). 

Profiles of detained migrants and refugees
9% (n=291) of respondents reported having been detained at least once. 96% were aged 
between 18 and 42, with 24% of them aged between 28 and 32. Respondents who have 
been detained identified 62% as Muslim and 36% as Christian, the same proportion as 
the overall sample. 14% reported witnessing detention of minors under 18. 

The main nationalities of those reporting to have been detained were Guinean (12%), 
Nigerien (12%), Burkinabe (11%) and Malian (10%), which matches the overall sample 
with the exception of Niger, for which the proportion of detainees is slightly higher. A 
majority (72%) were working before undertaking their journey, mainly in services (39%) 
or as labourers (19%), and 91% left for economic reasons. 69% of the respondents who 
reported being detained had been travelling for two months or more. 50% had been 
detained more than once. 43% of respondents reporting to have been detained were 
aiming to reach European countries (mainly Italy 12%, Spain 10%, and France 9%), while 
18% mentioned Algeria and 7% Libya as their destination country, which again reflects 
the overall sample. 

No significant differences were observed between men and women regarding the 
likelihood of being detained.

MMC West Africa 4Mi Snapshot – July 2020

Detention of migrants and refugees in Mali, Burkina Faso 
and Niger

Key findings

The police are most frequently reported to be 
responsible for detention 
The police were mentioned as being responsible for 70% of reported detention cases, 
followed by immigration officials/border guards (15%) and military (14%).

Figure 1. Who is responsible for detention?
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Since January 2020, MMC Asia has been interviewing Afghan returnees to better 
understand their experiences of outward migration, return and reintegration. This 
snapshot explores factors influencing migration decision-making among Afghans, 
including the information available to them pre-migration, as well as trusted sources of 
information. This snapshot aims to contribute towards building a solid evidence base 
to inform targeted responses on the ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to the 
protection risks Afghan migrants and refugees face when migrating.

Recommendations
• Information campaigns should target the wider community and actively include 

diaspora communities as key influencers of risk awareness and protection;

• As well as providing a realistic overview of potential risks en route and how to mitigate 
them, information campaigns should also include content on job opportunities, living 
conditions and asylum procedures in destination countries.

Conditions for returnees and the COVID-19 
pandemic
The information presented in this snapshot was collected in Afghanistan before 
COVID-19 was declared a pandemic. In April 2020, MMC Asia adapted its 
4Mi returnee survey to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Afghan returnees. 
According to the findings, returnees face increased difficulties and risks on their 
return journeys as well as barriers to access healthcare services in Afghanistan. In 
addition, their access to work is limited in their home provinces, causing increased 
psychological distress and reduced access to basic goods. Needs are high among 
these returnees and are currently not being met. See the 4Mi snapshot on the 
impact of COVID-19 on Afghan Returnees.

MMC Asia 4Mi Snapshot – June 2020

The decision to migrate among Afghans: access to 
information and key influencers

Profiles
Information in this snapshot was collected from 1 January to 18 March 2020 in Kabul, Herat, 
Kunduz, Nangarhar, Kandahar, Balkh, and Nimruz provinces, as well as Zaranj, Turkham, 
and Islam Qala border checkpoints. 827 surveys were collected. The majority (80%) of 
respondents were men. The high proportion of male respondents is likely indicative of the 
high proportion of male returnees, particularly among those returning from Iran.1 

Those surveyed returned from Iran (65%), Turkey (18%), Pakistan (9%) as well as 
European countries (8%). Respondents were predominantly under 30 (67%), and were 
evenly split between married (49%) and single (49%), with 66% stating they had high 
school or primary-level education or below. Respondents were primarily Hazara (31%), 
Pashtun (25%), and Tajik (21%). Among those surveyed, economic reasons, as well as 
violence and insecurity, were cited as primary drivers of outward migration (621 and 325 
responses, respectively).

Friends and family had the biggest influence on 
the decision to migrate
A majority of the 827 respondents reported that friends and family, both abroad (24%), 
and in Afghanistan (17%), as well as their parents (20%), had the biggest influence on 
the decision to leave Afghanistan. The levels of influence of parents and spouses differed 
among age groups. Parents were more influential among younger respondents aged 
18-302 and single respondents, with spouses becoming more influential with age. Among 
age groups, those between 18-30 years old were more likely to have been influenced 
by social media (11%), compared to other age groups (3%). When comparing influences 

1 According to the UNHCR’s Border Monitoring Update 26 April – 2 May, the female-male ratio of returnees 
from Iran was estimated at 1:5

2 It should be noted that only 30% of those in the 18-30 age group were married, while among those above 
30 years old, 87% were married

1

The ‘Eastern Route’ is the mixed migration route from East Africa to the Gulf (through 
Yemen) and is the largest mixed migration route out of East Africa. An estimated 138,213 
refugees and migrants arrived in Yemen in 2019, and at least 29,643 reportedly arrived 
between January and April 2020. Ethiopians made up around 92% of the arrivals into 
Yemen in 2019 and Somalis around 8%. 

Every year, tens of thousands of Ethiopians and Somalis travel through harsh terrain in 
Djibouti and Puntland, Somalia to reach departure areas along the coastline where they 
embark on a dangerous maritime journey across the Red Sea or Arabian Sea to reach points 
along Yemen’s coast. Migrants and refugees traveling along this route face human rights 
violations at every stage of the journey, with a high risk of being trafficked, kidnapped, or 
dying at sea on one of the busiest maritime mixed migration routes in the world. 

In March 2017, Saudi authorities announced a crackdown on undocumented migrants in 
the country and widespread deportation of migrants. IOM estimates that as of April 2020, 
370,000 Ethiopians have been deported back to Ethiopia. However, these moves have 
not deterred migration along the Eastern Route. Despite the ongoing war and escalating 
humanitarian crisis in Yemen, 2019 saw some of the highest recorded monthly arrivals of 
East African refugees and migrants in Yemen. In 2020, the COVID-19 situation has had 
an impact on the Eastern Route, with a 74% reduction in crossings recorded between 
March (6,753) and April (1,725) 2020. 

Profiles 
This snapshot draws from 128 interviews conducted with Ethiopians and Somalis 
in Yemen between September 2018 and March 2020 in locations across Yemen. 91 
respondents were men and 37 women. (Reports show around 83% of arrivals are men 
and boys, and 17% women and girls.) The majority of respondents (104) were Ethiopians 
(including 24 women and 80 men) and 24 were Somali (including 13 women and 11 men). 

MMC East Africa and Yemen 4Mi Snapshot - June 2020

Ethiopians and Somalis Interviewed in Yemen

Overall, 60% of the respondents were from Ethiopia’s Oromia Region (n=76, 62 men and 
14 women). Oromia Region is a highly populated region which hosts Ethiopia’s capital city 
Addis Ababa. Oromos face persecution in Ethiopia, and partner reports show that Oromos 
typically make up the largest proportion of Ethiopians traveling through Yemen, where they 
are particularly subject to abuse. The highest number of Somali respondents come from 
Banadir Region (n=18), which some of the highest numbers of internally displaced people 
in Africa. The capital city of Mogadishu is located in Banadir Region and areas around it 
host many displaced people seeking safety and jobs. Banadir is also the region of origin 
for many Somalis registered as refugees and asylum seekers in East Africa and Yemen.

Figure 1. Eastern Route 
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Ethiopia – 104 respondents
Oromia Region: 14 women, 62 men

Somali Region:  5 women, 7 men
Amhara Region: 3 women, 5 men

Afar Region: 3 men
Harari Region: 2 men

Wooqooyi Galbeed Region: 1 woman
Dire Dawa Region: 1 woman

Tigray Region: 1 woman
Southern Nations, Nationalities, and 

Peoples Region: 1 man

Somalia – 24 respondents
Banadir Region: 9 women, 9 men

Bari Region: 1 woman, 2 men
Bay Region: 2 women

29% of migrants  
and refugees depart  

from areas along 
Djibouti’s coastline 

n=128, Ethiopians (104), Somalis (24)

71% of migrants 
and refugees depart 
from areas around 
Bosasso, Somalia 
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Thousands of Eritreans are forced to flee Eritrea every year, many joining mixed migration 
flows and seeking asylum in East Africa and beyond. As this snapshot shows, many are 
driven to escape harsh conditions and conscription into military service. Men and women 
from 18 to 40 years old are required by law to undertake national service in Eritrea for 
18 months, though it is widely reported that mandatory service is often indefinite and 
characterized by forced conscription and abusive situations. The need for this national 
service is pegged to ongoing hostilities with neighbouring Ethiopia. Despite initial 
optimism about a 2018 peace agreement and opening of the border between Eritrea and 
Ethiopia and indications of improvement of the situation in Eritrea, borders with Ethiopia 
are again closed and national service remains in place. 

The snapshot shows that many Eritreans start their journey outside of Eritrea, some living 
as refugees, asylum seekers. Ethiopia is home to 172,750 Eritrean refugees and asylum 
seekers who, until recently, automatically received asylum. As of August 2019, 123,413 
Eritreans refugees and asylum seekers were living in Sudan and 18,976 in Egypt (as of 
March 2020). In April 2020 the Ethiopian government announced that it would end this 
blanket protection for Eritreans. In March 2020 it was also announced that Ethiopia’s 
Hitsats refugee camp, home to more than 10,000 Eritrean refugees and asylum seekers 
was being been closed down by the government. These latest moves fuel uncertainty 
among the Eritrean population in East Africa, who often face high unemployment rates, 
lack of opportunities, and human rights violations. 

Eritreans were the single largest group of migrants and refugees entering Italy by sea 
in 2015, but this number has drastically decreased. In the first quarter of 2020, only 56 
Eritreans were reported arriving in Europe. Though arrival figures for Europe remain low, 
Eritreans continue to travel north, and there are concerns that they remain trapped in 
Libya and across North Africa in increasingly dangerous situations. IOM reported that 
over 8,663 Eritreans were part of the ‘migrants’ present in Libya in December 2019. In 
addition, as of the end of March, there were 5,702 Eritreans registered as asylum seekers 
and refugees with UNHCR in Libya. 

MMC East Africa and Yemen 4Mi Snapshot – May 2020

Profiles and drivers of Eritreans in mixed migration flows

Profiles
This snapshot focuses on 122 interviews conducted with Eritreans traveling along mixed 
migration routes out of East Africa between June 2017 and December 2019. These 
interviews were conducted in Denmark (7), Djibouti (1), Egypt (8), Germany (73), Kenya 
(12), Norway (4), and South Africa (17). 

Of those interviewed, 66% of respondents were men and 34% were women. Nearly 
half were between the ages of 18 and 25, with the average age of 27 (for both men 
and women). Overall, 62% of all respondents interviewed were single, 26% married, 8% 
separated/divorced and 3% widowed. 

Figure 1. Region of origin
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Destination Europe – migrants and 
refugees in Italy looking back at their 
migration journey – May 2020

This report introduces the first analysis of the 4Mi data 
collected in Italy. It looks at those migrants and refugees 
that have made it to Europe, Italy, and their reflections on 
the migration journey.

Access to assistance for Venezuelans 
on the move – April 2020

This snapshot focuses on access to assistance for 
Venezuelan refugees and migrants along the route from 
Venezuela to Colombia and Peru and/or after arriving at 
their destination city. 

Aspirations and intended destinations 
of people on the move in Tunisia – 
March 2020

This snapshot provides the first analysis of 4Mi data, 
with a focus on the intended destinations and migrations 
aspirations of refugees and migrants moving to and 
through Tunisia.

The role of smugglers in East Africans’ 
mixed migration to Libya via Sudan – 
February 2020

This snapshot examines the main mixed migration routes 
through Sudan towards Libya and explores whether and 
how respondents interacted with smugglers on their 
journey. This snapshot is based on 4Mi data on refugees 
and migrants who moved through Sudan to Libya.

1

The Mixed Migration Monitoring Mechanism Initiative (4Mi) collects information about mixed 
migration flows through a network of field monitors continuously conducting interviews with people 
on the move. The 4Mi survey primarily provides structured quantitative data but also collects few 
narrative quotes with respondents. It offers indicative findings to inform policy and programming. For 
more information, see www.mixedmigration.org/4mi/. 

This report introduces the first analysis of the 4Mi data collected in Italy. It looks at those migrants 
and refugees that have made it to Europe, Italy, and their reflections on the migration journey. What 
information would have been useful to receive during the migration journey to Italy? Would they 
migrate knowing what they know now having reached Europe? And would they encourage others 
to do the same? 

Conditions for refugees and migrants and the COVID-19 
pandemic
This snapshot provides information on the situation for migrants and refugees in Italy before 
COVID-19 was declared a pandemic. At the time of writing, the impact of the COVID-19 crisis 
on living conditions for refugees and migrants in Italy remains uncertain. Government measures 
to contain the virus mean vulnerable people living on the streets face severe challenges to 
meet their basic needs, access to services is constrained, people cannot attend interviews for 
refugee status determination, and xenophobia has increased. However, we also witness an 
opening up of access, for example discussions around regularization of migrant workers and 
citizens in Italy. For more on this topic, see MMC Europe’s Quarterly Mixed Migration Update.

Profiles and Italy as a preferred destination country
The dataset used for the analysis includes 130 respondents (111 men and 29 women) and was 
collected between 25 November 2019 and 10 March 2020. The dataset is part of a larger 4Mi data 
collection that is being implemented across South, Central and North Italy and in three locations in 
Greece: Athens, Thessaloniki and Ioannina. More 4Mi snapshot reports will therefore be published 
covering different topics, migrant and refugee profiles and migration routes to Europe.     

The respondents originate from Nigeria (66), Pakistan (35) and Ivory Coast (29)1. The sample size is 
too small to look at the differences between nationalities, but given their very different profiles and 
journeys, this should be explored in future, as more data is gathered. 9 respondents had arrived in 
Italy less than 12 months before the interview, 42 between 12-24 months and 79 people more than 
24 months. The majority (104) mention Italy as their preferred destination, most frequently due to 
economic opportunities (36%) and due to generally better living standards (24%), combined with a 
wish for personal freedom (27%) and respect for human rights (27%) in the country (Figure 1). The 
other respondents chose France, Germany and Sweden as destinations, with fewer citing countries 
outside Europe such as Canada (5) and the USA (1). 

1 For the first phase of the 4Mi data collection in Italy, it has been a deliberate choice to focus on the three mentioned nationalities as 
they have been among the main nationalities of migrant flows to the country since 2017 and represent three different migration routes. 
With time, 4Mi in Italy will expand and cover additional nationalities. 

MMC Europe 4Mi Snapshot – May 2020

Destination Europe – Migrants and refugees in Italy looking back at their 
migration journey

While research has been carried out in Libya on migrant aspirations and destinations,1 limited data are available 
on people on the move in Tunisia. To fill this gap, the Mixed Migration Centre rolled out its flagship primary data 
collection project ‘4Mi’ in Tunisia – in Tunis, Sfax and Medenine – in December 2019. This snapshot provides the 
first analysis of 4Mi data, with a focus on the intended destinations and migrations aspirations of refugees and 
migrants moving to and through Tunisia.

Profiles
This snapshot draws upon 1,150 4Mi surveys of refugees and migrants conducted in Tunisia between December 
2019 and March 2020. Respondents are chiefly from Côte d’Ivoire (n=305; 27%), Sudan (n=109; 9%), Eritrea 
(n=105; 9%), and Somalia (n=97; 7.5%). Other nationalities represented in the sample include Cameroonians, 
Congolese, Guineans, Malians, and Libyans. Of those surveyed, 66.3% are men and 33.7% are women. 
Most respondents are not married (84%) and do not have children (62.7%). The distribution of the religion 
of respondents is balanced, with 47.4% of Muslim faith and 46.7% of Christian faith, and the remainder of 
other faiths. Furthermore, the sample is relatively highly educated, 36.8% having completed secondary school, 
20.1% university, and 6.4% vocational/technical school. Some 9% did not have any education.

Very few interviewed refugees and migrants consider 
Tunisia to be their final destination
When asked if respondents wanted to return to their home country, almost all (99.5%; n=1,145) reported their 
desire not to return.2 Moreover, 92% of sampled refugees and migrants cited that they had not reached the 
end of their journey (n=1,061); just 2% felt that Tunisia was their final destination (n=24), and 65 respondents 
(5.6%) said they were unsure whether Tunisia was their final destination. Of those who said that they had not 
reached the end of their journey at the time of the interview, most cited a European country as their intended 
final destination (68.3%), followed by Canada (18%) and the United States (7%). Countries in Europe and 
North America were reported by 93.3% of these respondents. While the majority of respondents had said their 
intended destination had not changed since the beginning of their journey (89%), just over 10% had changed 
their intended destination along the route.

1 See our previous snapshot: MMC (2019) What drives migrants to and through Libya?
2 The remaining 5 respondents refused answer to this question.

MMC North Africa 4Mi Snapshot – March 2020
Aspirations and Intended Destinations of People on the Move in Tunisia

Figure 1. What is your intended destination?

These findings vary substantially from a recent study by the Forum Tunisien pour les Droits Economiques et 
Sociaux (FTDES) based on interviews with 962 migrants in Tunisia, which found that 65% of respondents 
had Tunisia as a ‘chosen’ destination.3 The MMC and FTDES samples have similar distributions of East and 
West African respondents, so variation likely stems from question formulation. It is possible that Tunisia is 
perceived as an intended destination along the route in the FTDES study, as the question does not specify 
‘final destination’. In contrast, the 4Mi questionnaire asks about the country to where respondents ultimately 
want to settle, which may skew responses towards more aspirational destinations. 4Mi findings also differ from 
those of a 2018 Reach qualitative study which argued that Tunisia was the intended destination for most of its 
62 refugee and migrant respondents at the time they left their origin countries.4 Given the different sampling 
approaches, it is difficult to compare 4Mi data with the REACH study findings.

3 From sub-Saharan states to Tunisia: A quantitative study on the situation of migrants in Tunisia: general aspects, pathways and aspi-
rations. Tunisia Forum for Economic and Social Rights. 2019

4 REACH (2018) Tunisia, country of destination and transit doe sub-Saharan African migrants
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This snapshot focuses on access to assistance for Venezuelan refugees and migrants along the route 
from Venezuela to Colombia and Peru and/or after arriving at their destination city.1 The analysis 
is based on 1,076 interviews conducted between 9 November 2019 and 15 March 2020: 896 in 
Colombia and 180 in Peru. 60% of respondents were women and 40% men. The average age was 
32.8 years old.

47% of respondents received assistance along the route
As Figure 1 shows, 47% of respondents reported having received assistance along the way. It should 
be noted that 4Mi monitors most frequently recruit interviewees at assistance distribution points, 
NGO premises and other institutional locations in Colombia and Peru. The percentage of persons 
who received assistance among the general migrant and refugee population is likely to be lower.

Figure 1. Did you receive assistance along the way?

1 Interviews conducted in border cities tend to cover a higher portion of people in transit, while those carried out in cities like Bogotá, 
Barranquilla and Lima tend to include a higher portion of people planning to settle.

Access to assistance has not been reported evenly by men and women: while 53% of men indicated 
having received assistance, the percentage for women only reaches 42% (see Figure 2).

Figure 2. Access to assistance by sex

In the same way, younger respondents reported a much higher access to assistance than older ones: 
while 54% of interviewees between 18 and 25 said having received assistance, only 23% of those 
older than 55 did (see Figure 3).

MMC Latin America and the Caribbean 4Mi Snapshot – April 2020

Access to assistance for Venezuelans on the move
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In addition to being a country of origin, Sudan serves as a key country of destination as well as transit for 
refugees and migrants moving along the Central Mediterranean Route towards Europe or the Eastern Route 
towards the Gulf. This snapshot examines the main mixed migration routes through Sudan towards Libya and 
explores whether and how respondents interacted with smugglers on their journey.

Profiles
This snapshot is based on 4Mi data on refugees and migrants who moved through Sudan  to Libya.1 Out of the 
5,659 4Mi surveys of refugees and migrants conducted in Libya between May 2017 and October 2019, 627 
refugees and migrants were Sudanese (11%) and an additional 483 had passed through Sudan, mainly from 
Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia (a combined total of 1,110 respondents; 19.6% of the sample). All the Ethiopians 
in the 4Mi Libya sample had passed through Sudan (n=63). All but two of the Eritreans in the sample had 
passed through Sudan (n=363 v. 365) and all but one Somali had passed through Sudan (n=20 v. 21).

Two primary routes from Sudan to Libya: via Dongola 
in the North and El Fasher in the South-West
Eritreans (87%) mainly entered and/or transited Sudan through Kassala. The second most transited city was 
Gedaref (14%). Once further into the country, 79% reported passing through Khartoum, and 15% through El 
Fasher. The main transit city for Ethiopians (n=63) is Khartoum (84%; n=53), followed by Kassala (37%), and El 
Fasher (29%). Of the 20 Somalis who moved through Sudan, 13 transited via Khartoum, 7 through El Fasher 
and 5 through Dongola. 4Mi data also reveal that more than half of the East Africans and Sudanese report 
(57.7%) passing through ‘the desert’ to reach Libya. It is not clear whether these respondents did not want to 
disclose their exact location or were unfamiliar with their location in northern Sudan.

1 No 4Mi data is currently collected in Sudan.

MMC North Africa 4Mi Snapshot – February 2020
The Role of Smugglers in East Africans’ Mixed Migration to Libya via Sudan

Revised version
12th March 2020

Figure 1. East African and Sudanese Routes through Sudan to Libya

4Mi data complement findings from a 2018 Overseas Development Institute (ODI) qualitative study which 
suggest there are two primary routes from Sudan to Libya: one through Dongola in the north-central region, 
and one through El Fasher in the southwestern region.2 Of the 483 migrants who travelled through Sudan but 
are not Sudanese, 4.6% also transited through Egypt before reaching Libya, and 2.9% transited through Chad, 
indicating that most crossed directly to Libya from Sudan. 

2 Jaspers, S. and M. Buchanan-Smith (2018) “Darfuri migration from Sudan to Europe.” ODI.
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Protection risks for Venezuelans on the 
move – February 2020

This snapshot highlights protection risks faced by 
Venezuelan refugees and migrants along the route 
from Venezuela to Peru. The analysis is based on 748 
interviews conducted between 9 November 2019 and 9 
February 2020: 642 in Colombia and 106 in Peru.

Cost and duration of migration journey 
– February 2020

This snapshot provides an overview of the duration of 
the journeys of migrants and refugees in West Africa, the 
cost of these journeys and the reasons behind the choice 
of migration routes.

Venezuelan migrants and refugees 
on the move – drivers and reported 
dangers -  January 2020

The purpose of this snapshot is to provide some initial 
findings on the profiles of the people interviewed, the 
reasons why they left Venezuela, and the locations they 
identified as the most dangerous along their route.

Protection risks within and along 
routes to Libya – a focus on physical 
abuse – January 2020

This snapshot analyses findings from a 4Mi survey 
of 5,659 refugees and migrants in Libya, conducted 
between May 2017 and October 2019. The analysis 
focuses on reports of physical abuse within and along 
routes to Libya.

This snapshot highlights protection risks1 faced by Venezuelan refugees and migrants along the route 
from Venezuela to Peru. The analysis is based on 748 interviews conducted between 9 November 
2019 and 9 February 2020: 642 in Colombia and 106 in Peru. 60% of respondents were women and 
40% were men. The average age among respondents was 33 years old.

Figure 1. Age range and sex

4Mi respondents are all asked ‘What were the most dangerous locations on your journey?’. For up to 
five locations, they are then asked ‘What were the main risks in this location’, and ‘Who were likely to 
be perpetrating such incidents?’*.2 This snapshot analyses the answers to these questions. 

1 For the purpose of the 4Mi survey, protection risks are intended as risks of being a victim of violence or other crime.
2 The 4Mi survey was revised in 2019: respondents are no longer asked about personal experiences of protection incidents or incidents 

they directly witnessed. 

Robbery is considered the most common protection risk
Figure 2 shows that robbery is most commonly reported as a protection risk (81% of those who 
indicated dangers along the route). This includes theft related to common crime, but also various 
forms of extortion perpetrated by criminal gangs, armed groups and state authorities. Theft and 
extortion leave Venezuelan refugees and migrants – who have very limited financial resources when 
they leave their place of origin3 – in a situation of extreme vulnerability. 

Respondents frequently described their journey as very difficult or traumatic. According to an 
18-year-old woman interviewed in Cúcuta (Colombia): “the journey is very tough: we have been 
humiliated and ill-treated, we had to beg for money and sleep on the streets. We have a one-year 
old daughter and another one coming soon”. 

A 32-year-old woman interviewed in Lima (Peru) said “I wouldn’t travel like this again, it was horrible. 
It was the longest odyssey of my life. I was robbed, someone stole my food. I ran out of money and 
milk and diapers for my baby. I had to drink water out of public bathrooms”. 

3 See MMC, Waning Welcome: the growing challenges facing mixed migration flows from Venezuela, p. 7. 
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MMC Latin America and the Caribbean 4Mi Snapshot – February 2020

Protection risks for Venezuelans on the move

4Mi in Latin America
The Mixed Migration Monitoring Mechanism Initiative (4Mi) collects information about mixed migration 
flows through a network of field monitors continuously conducting interviews with people on the 
move. 4Mi data provides indicative findings to inform policy and programming. For more information, 
see www.mixedmigration.org/4mi/

In Latin America, 4Mi is currently being implemented in six locations across two countries (Riohacha, 
Cúcuta, Barranquilla, Bogotá and Ipiales in Colombia; and Lima in Peru) on the southwestern route 
out of Venezuela, and interviews exclusively Venezuelans on the move, more specifically people who 
are in transit or who arrived at the location of interview less than 12 months earlier. 

Figure 1: Interview locations
Mixed migration 
movements out of 
Venezuela
According to the most recent estimates, more 
than 4,700,000 Venezuelan nationals have left 
Venezuela.1 The main destinations of this mixed 
migration movement are other countries in Latin 
America. There are three main migration routes out 
of the country. The Southwestern route, through or 
to Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Chile is the most 
commonly used; and Colombia and Peru have 
the highest number of Venezuelan migrants and 
refugees on their territory (more than 1,630,000 in 

1  Coordination Platform for  Refugees and Migrants from Venezuela. Data last updated on 5 December 2019.

Colombia, and more than 860,000 in Peru2). The two other routes are the South-eastern to Brazil; 
and that to the North and East (to the Caribbean islands and Guyana).

Profiles of 4Mi respondents
The purpose of this snapshot is to provide some initial findings on the profiles of the people interviewed, 
the reasons why they left Venezuela, and the locations they identified as the most dangerous along 
their route. These findings will be built on as the project progresses and the sample size grows.

This snapshot is based on 437 interviews conducted between 9 November 2019 and 7 January 
2020: 381 interviews conducted in Colombia and 56 in Peru. 60% of respondents were women and 
40% were men. The average age among respondents was 33.4 years, 18 being the lowest age and 
76 the highest.

Figure 2. Age range and sex

2 Idem.

MMC Latin America and the Caribbean 4Mi Snapshot – January 2020, initial findings
Venezuelan migrants and refugees on the move – drivers and reported dangers

Colombia

Ecuador

Peru

Venezuela
Guyana

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

18-25 years

26-35 years

36-45 years

46-55 years

56-65 years

>65 years

31%

33%

21%

9%

5%

2%

Responses to 4Mi 
survey (n=437)

Female
Male

40.2% 59.8%

This snapshot provides an overview of the duration of the journeys of migrants and refugees in West Africa, the 
cost of these journeys and the reasons behind the choice of migration routes. 

Profiles
This snapshot is based on 4Mi interviews conducted from 1 January 2019 to 30 June 2019: 3,058 migrants and 
refugees were interviewed, of which 31% were women and 69% were men. The main countries of nationality 
of the respondents are Burkina Faso (15%), Guinea (12%), Nigeria (10%), Côte d’Ivoire (10%), Mali (9%), Niger 
(8%) and Senegal (7%). Interviews took place in Mali (Kayes, Mopti, Gao, Timbuktu and Ber), Niger (Niamey, 
Diffa, Agadez and Tillabéry) and Burkina Faso (Dori, Bobo Dioulasso and Kantchari).

Short journeys…

As outlined in Figure 1, a short duration on migration routes is most commonly cited among 4Mi respondents 
surveyed during this period. More than 60% of migrants and refugees interviewed had spent 30 days or less on 
migration routes up until the point of interview. Men more frequently report to be travelling for shorter durations. 
There are hardly any data points indicating travel for longer than eight months. These findings are not surprising 
given the relative ease of travel most respondents are supposed to enjoy within the ECOWAS space, since the 
majority are ECOWAS citizens to whom the Protocol on the Free Movement of Persons should apply.

It is noted that about 17% of respondents spend more than two months on migration routes.  Among those, 
all report having stopped along the way for significant periods of time. The main reasons for stopping cited by 
these respondents include working to earn money for the next stretch of the journey (63%), staying with friends/
relatives for a while (43%), waiting for money transfer from families/friends to pay for next stretch of their journey 
(26%), looking for smugglers to organise the next stretch of the journey (11%) and poor health (11%).1

… at a relatively low cost

1 This question is a multi-select option. The total percentages exceed 100 because respondents have chosen more than one answer.

MMC West Africa 4Mi Snapshot – February 2020
Cost and duration of migration journey

Figure 1. Duration of journey up until interview point disaggregated by gender
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Figure 2. Cost of journey up until interview point disaggregated by gender
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Profiles
This snapshot analyses findings from a 4Mi survey of 5,659 refugees and migrants in Libya, conducted 
between May 2017 and October 2019. Some 70% of respondents originate from countries in West 
Africa, while 20% are from East Africa and 10% from Central Africa;1 45% are women and 55% 
are men. The analysis focuses on reports of physical abuse within and along routes to Libya. This 
snapshot follows a recent snapshot from MMC North Africa on protection incidents, with a focus on 
sexual abuse. 

Figure 1: Distribution of sex and origin country in the 4Mi sample

1 This snapshot adopts the UNDESA classification of regions, with the exception of Sudan, which is included in East Africa. Regions are 
defined as follows: East Africa: Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda; West Africa: Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Togo; Central Africa: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Sao Tome and Principe.

Physical abuse is the most common protection 
incident
The recent protection snapshot revealed that 44% of respondents encountered one or more 
protection incidents during their journey. Figure 2 shows the share of respondents experiencing and/
or witnessing different protection incidents, disaggregated by gender. More specifically, it shows that 
physical abuse is the most prevalent protection incident reported by both men and women, at 22 and 
20% respectively. The second most-cited protection incident is robbery (14%) followed by detention, 
death and sexual abuse, each at 12% for the whole sample. 

Figure 2: Protection risks by category and sex

MMC North Africa 4Mi Snapshot
Protection risks within and along routes to Libya - A focus on physical abuse
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Quarterly Mixed Migration Updates 
The QMMUs offer a quarterly update on new trends and dynamics related to mixed migration and relevant policy 
developments in the region. These updates are based on a compilation of a wide range of secondary (data) sources, 
brought together within a regional framework and applying a mixed migration analytical lens.1 

1 The QMMUs for the 4th quarter of 2020 are published late January 2021, after the release of this annual catalogue and therefore not included 
here.
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2 As of the last quarter of 2020, the Quarterly Mixed Migration Update series for the Europe region has been discontinued due to limited capacity 
in the MMC regional hub. 

3 As of September 2020, the Quarterly Mixed Migration Update series for the Middle East region has been discontinued due to a closure of the 
MMC regional hub in Amman. 
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Articles

Migration reflections with Africa at 
the centre: an interview with Badara 
Ndiaye – September 2020

The MMC West Africa sat down with Badara Ndiaye, 
the Director of DIADEM (Diaspora Development 
Education Migration) and the West African platform of 
the civil society organization MIGRAFRIQUE, to seek 
his perspective on migration in Senegal both today and 
historically; the role (West) African civil society can and 
should play in terms of advocating for and protecting the 
migration space and the rights of migrants; the position 
and future orientation of African actors when it comes to 
migration; and effects of the pandemic on migration.

The impact of COVID-19 on refugees 
and migrants: data and observations 
from MMC’s 4Mi program – August 
2020

The coronavirus and measures to contain it have 
profoundly impacted mobility around the globe. As 
the virus spread globally, various publications have 
discussed how it might disproportionately affect the lives 
of refugees and migrants. With the aim of contributing 
towards an evidence-based understanding of this impact 
and better informed advocacy and programming, at the 
onset of the crisis in March 2020 the Mixed Migration 
Centre adapted the 4Mi data collection program. This 
article seeks to synthesize and contextualize our initial 
findings to highlight what we currently know both 
about the increasing precarity of people’s day-to-day 
circumstances and how the pandemic affected their 
journey.

Somalis and Yemenis of mixed origin 
stranded and struggling in Jordan’s 
capital – July 2020

This article builds upon MMC’s previous work on 
displaced minorities in Jordan and recently conducted 
ethnographic research and semi-structured interviews 
with ten Jordanians and 20 Somali and 20 Yemeni 
refugees and migrants. The interviews took place from 
January to June 2019 and from May 2020 to June 2020. 
Among other things, we briefly describe the migration 
background of Somali and Yemeni communities, their 
access to international protection, and their day-to-day 
social interactions and challenges in Jordan.

“Hot returns” and the cold shoulder: 
New developments in deterrence along 
the Western Mediterranean Route – 
April 2020

Discussions of European externalization of migration 
policy often focus on measures taken in Niger and along 
the Central Mediterranean Route. However, actions 
taken along the Western Mediterranean Route (WMR) to 
keep refugees and migrants at arms’ length from Europe 
should not be overlooked. In the first quarter of 2020 there 
were notable developments in European legal precedent 
and operational practice which served to deter migrants 
and refugees from EU borders. Both developments relate 
to non-mainland Spanish territories with proximity to 
the African continent, pertain to practices of physical 
removal from these territories, and disproportionately 
affect West Africans. They make it more difficult for 
West Africans to access due process, and by extension, 
to obtain protection and asylum.
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Bram Frouws about the root causes 
of migration, migration policy and the 
impact of COVID-19 – June 2020

Interview with the head of the Mixed Migration Centre, 
conducted by Cordaid, about various migration issues, 
including root causes, migrant smuggling, migration 
policies, MMC’s Mixed Migration Review and the impact 
of Covid-19. 

Op-Ed: Mistaken metaphor: the ‘root 
causes’ approach to migration is both 
dishonest and ineffective – March 2020

In recent years, there has been a strong focus on and 
narrative around the so-called root causes of migration. 
It is a central element for example in the 4.7 billion euro 
‘European Union Emergency Trust Fund for stability 
and addressing root causes of irregular migration and 
displaced persons in Africa’ (EUTF). The idea is that 
displacement and irregular migration will fall when the 
root causes are addressed. While there is some validity in 
this premise and it has contributed to the implementation 
of some successful development projects, there are also 
many flaws.

Op-Ed: The wrong side of history? 
A missed opportunity to lead on a 
human-rights-led response to mixed 
migration between Turkey and Greece – 
March 2020

In 2016, during the negotiation of what is commonly 
known today as the “EU-Turkey deal” we highlighted 
the danger that as a result of this deal, refugees and 
migrants could be turned into bargaining chips, an 
approach which on previous occasions has proved to be 
harmful for migrants, ineffective, and ultimately counter-
productive. Developments in Greece early 2020 seem 
to show that the EU-Turkey deal has indeed repeated 
mistakes from earlier deals in other contexts. Four years 
into the multi-billion euro deal we seem to be back at 
square one, with thousands of migrants and refugees 
pressing at the EU border and many more stuck in 
horrendous conditions in makeshift camps in the Greek 
islands, where anti-migration sentiments continue to rise.

Challenging the climate change/
mobility assumptions in the Horn – 
February 2020

This article is based on a briefing paper by the Mixed 
Migration Centre focusing on the Horn of Africa 
and Yemen, suggesting that contrary to widely held 
assumptions in the region and beyond, the linkages 
between these stresses and cross-border movement 
and mixed migration cannot be proven, for the moment 
at least.
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MMC in the Media in 2020 
Folk på De Kanariske Øer har fået nok af nyt 
flygtningeboom: »Vi plejede at være solidariske, men nu 
vokser racismen« (Politiken, interview in Danish media 
about migration route from Western Africa to Canary 
Islands, November 2020)

Corona legitimerer hård linje mod migranter (Kristeligt 
Dagblad, Interview in Danish media about the effects 
of Covid-19 on migration and the ‘normalisation of 
the extreme’ chapter in the Mixed Migration Review, 
November 2020)

European migrant routes shift (World, November 2020)

Experten:  Wirtschaftsfolgen von Corona könnten 
Migration befeuern (Handelsblatt, Interview in German 
Media about the effects of Covid-19 on migration, 
November 2020)

Covid hat alles verzögert": Die Pandemie und Migration 
nach Europa (Keystone SDA, Interview in Swiss media 
about the effects of Covid-19 on migration routes to 
Europe, November 2020)

News Highlights: Eritrean government arresting families, 
11 women and children die off Tunisian coast; UK 
considers nets to stop crossing boats (EEPA, October 
2020)

Migrants from Africa take more dangerous route to 
Europe (Infomigrants, October 2020)

BBC Radio Program (live radio interview on BBC World 
about joint UNHCR and MMC report on protection on 
migration routes from West and East Africa toward 
North Africa and Europe, July 2020)

"Gewalt und Missbrauch sind schlimmer geworden" 
(TAZ, interview in German media about joint UNHCR and 
MMC report, July 2020)

Migranten en vluchtelingen maken onvoorstelbare 
gruwel mee voor ze de Afrikaanse kust bereiken (VRT 
Radio Belgium, interview in Belgian media about joint 
UNHCR and MMC report, July 2020)

Expert discussion: After the “migration crisis”  
(OpenDemocracy, May 2020)

Briefing: In search of a more humane EU migration and 
asylum policy (the New Humanitarian, May 2020)

Libya: Coronavirus outbreak could be ‘catastrophic’ for 
migrants (Aljazeera, April 2020)

Covid-19 Is Paralyzing One of West Africa’s Main 
Resources: Migrants (ISPI, April 2020)

Devil in Djibouti: Migrants' rough road to Arabia (Asia 
Times, February 2020)

Experts around the globe told us 10 ways to make 
migration policy more humane (The Correspondent, 
February 2020)

Le Rwanda reçoit des réfugiés évacués de Libye 
"solution africaine aux problèmes africains" (Le Monde, 
Interview in French media about evacuations from Libya 
to Rwanda, January 2020) 

Rape, abuse and violence: Female migrants’ journey to 
Libya (Aljazeera, January 2020)

Europe is the promised land - and nothing will convince 
these migrants otherwise (The Correspondent, January 
2020)

The Mixed Migration Centre in 2020: Annual catalogue of research & publications

25

https://politiken.dk/udland/art8007235/Folk-p%C3%A5-De-Kanariske-%C3%98er-har-f%C3%A5et-nok-af-nyt-flygtningeboom-%C2%BBVi-plejede-at-v%C3%A6re-solidariske-men-nu-vokser-racismen%C2%AB
https://politiken.dk/udland/art8007235/Folk-p%C3%A5-De-Kanariske-%C3%98er-har-f%C3%A5et-nok-af-nyt-flygtningeboom-%C2%BBVi-plejede-at-v%C3%A6re-solidariske-men-nu-vokser-racismen%C2%AB
https://politiken.dk/udland/art8007235/Folk-p%C3%A5-De-Kanariske-%C3%98er-har-f%C3%A5et-nok-af-nyt-flygtningeboom-%C2%BBVi-plejede-at-v%C3%A6re-solidariske-men-nu-vokser-racismen%C2%AB
https://www.kristeligt-dagblad.dk/udland/corona-legitimerer-haard-linje-mod-migranter
https://www.kristeligt-dagblad.dk/udland/corona-legitimerer-haard-linje-mod-migranter
https://world.wng.org/content/european_migrant_routes_shift
https://world.wng.org/content/european_migrant_routes_shift
https://www.handelsblatt.com/dpa/konjunktur/wirtschaft-handel-und-finanzen-experten-wirtschaftsfolgen-von-corona-koennten-migration-befeuern/26600422.html?ti
https://www.handelsblatt.com/dpa/konjunktur/wirtschaft-handel-und-finanzen-experten-wirtschaftsfolgen-von-corona-koennten-migration-befeuern/26600422.html?ti
https://www.handelsblatt.com/dpa/konjunktur/wirtschaft-handel-und-finanzen-experten-wirtschaftsfolgen-von-corona-koennten-migration-befeuern/26600422.html?ti
https://www.msn.com/de-ch/nachrichten/other/covid-hat-alles-verz%C3%B6gert-die-pandemie-und-migration-nach-europa/ar-BB1aMJ6y
https://www.msn.com/de-ch/nachrichten/other/covid-hat-alles-verz%C3%B6gert-die-pandemie-und-migration-nach-europa/ar-BB1aMJ6y
https://www.eepa.be/?p=4142
https://www.eepa.be/?p=4142
https://www.eepa.be/?p=4142
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/27843/migrants-from-africa-take-more-dangerous-route-to-europe
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/27843/migrants-from-africa-take-more-dangerous-route-to-europe
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w172x2wbptqzm24
https://taz.de/!5699467/?goMobile2=1594080000000
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2020/07/29/migranten-en-vluchtelingen-maken-onvoorstelbare-gruwel-mee-voor/
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2020/07/29/migranten-en-vluchtelingen-maken-onvoorstelbare-gruwel-mee-voor/
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2020/07/29/migranten-en-vluchtelingen-maken-onvoorstelbare-gruwel-mee-voor/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/after-migration-crisis-contributors/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/after-migration-crisis-contributors/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2020/05/21/EU-new-pact-migration-asylum?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=social
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2020/05/21/EU-new-pact-migration-asylum?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=social
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2020/05/21/EU-new-pact-migration-asylum?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=social
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/04/libya-coronavirus-outbreak-could-be-catastrophic-for-migrants/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/04/libya-coronavirus-outbreak-could-be-catastrophic-for-migrants/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/04/libya-coronavirus-outbreak-could-be-catastrophic-for-migrants/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/04/libya-coronavirus-outbreak-could-be-catastrophic-for-migrants/
https://asiatimes.com/2020/02/devil-in-djibouti-migrants-rough-road-to-arabia/
https://asiatimes.com/2020/02/devil-in-djibouti-migrants-rough-road-to-arabia/
https://thecorrespondent.com/308/experts-around-the-globe-told-us-10-ways-to-make-migration-policy-more-humane/4995348512-340046f3
https://thecorrespondent.com/308/experts-around-the-globe-told-us-10-ways-to-make-migration-policy-more-humane/4995348512-340046f3
https://thecorrespondent.com/308/experts-around-the-globe-told-us-10-ways-to-make-migration-policy-more-humane/4995348512-340046f3
https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2020/01/29/le-rwanda-recoit-des-refugies-evacues-de-libye-solution-africaine-aux-problemes-africains_6027565_3210.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2020/01/29/le-rwanda-recoit-des-refugies-evacues-de-libye-solution-africaine-aux-problemes-africains_6027565_3210.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2020/01/29/le-rwanda-recoit-des-refugies-evacues-de-libye-solution-africaine-aux-problemes-africains_6027565_3210.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/01/25/rape-abuse-and-violence-female-migrants-journey-to-libya/
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/01/25/rape-abuse-and-violence-female-migrants-journey-to-libya/
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/01/25/rape-abuse-and-violence-female-migrants-journey-to-libya/
https://thecorrespondent.com/235/europe-is-the-promised-land-and-nothing-will-convince-these-migrants-otherwise/3811386040-6d52ad52
https://thecorrespondent.com/235/europe-is-the-promised-land-and-nothing-will-convince-these-migrants-otherwise/3811386040-6d52ad52
https://thecorrespondent.com/235/europe-is-the-promised-land-and-nothing-will-convince-these-migrants-otherwise/3811386040-6d52ad52


The Mixed Migration Centre (MMC) is a global network consisting of 
six regional hubs (Asia, East Africa & Yemen, Europe, North Africa, 
West Africa and Latin America & the Caribbean) and a central 
unit in Geneva. The MMC is a leading source for independent 
and high-quality data, research, analysis and expertise on mixed 
migration. The MMC aims to increase understanding of mixed 
migration, to positively impact global and regional migration 
policies, to inform evidence- based protection responses for people 
on the move and to stimulate forward thinking in public and policy 
debates on mixed migration. The MMC’s overarching focus is on 
human rights and protection for all people on the move. 

The MMC is part of and governed by the Danish Refugee Council 
(DRC). While its institutional link to DRC ensures MMC’s work is 
grounded in operational reality, it acts as an independent source 
of data, research, analysis and policy development on mixed 
migration for policy makers, practitioners, journalists, and the 
broader humanitarian sector. The position of the MMC does not 
necessarily reflect the position of DRC.

For more information on MMC visit our website:
mixedmigration.org
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