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This Quarterly Mixed Migration Update (QMMU) covers the Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) region. 
The core countries of focus for this region are the countries currently affected by the Venezuelan crisis, 
including Colombia, Brazil, Peru, and Ecuador, in addition to the Caribbean islands. Concerning northern 
movements to the United States, this QMMU covers Mexico and Central American countries. Depending on 
the quarterly trends and migration-related updates, more attention may be given to some of the countries 
over the rest. 

The QMMUs offer a quarterly update on new trends and dynamics related to mixed migration and relevant 
policy developments in the region. These updates are based on a compilation of a wide range of secondary 
(data) sources, brought together within a regional framework and applying a mixed migration analytical 
lens. Similar QMMUs are available for all MMC regions.

The Mixed Migration Centre is a global network consisting of seven regional hubs and a central unit in 
Geneva engaged in data collection, research, analysis, and policy development on mixed migration. For 
more information on the MMC, the QMMUs from other regions and contact details of regional MMC teams, 
visit  mixedmigration.org and follow us at @Mixed_Migration

MMC’s understanding of mixed migration 
“Mixed migration” refers to cross-border movements of people, including refugees fleeing persecution 
and conflict, victims of trafficking, and people seeking better lives and opportunities. Motivated to 
move by a multiplicity of factors, people in mixed flows have a range of legal statuses as well as 
a variety of vulnerabilities. Although entitled to protection under international human rights law, 
they are exposed to multiple rights violations along their journey. Those in mixed migration flows 
travel along similar routes, using similar means of travel - often travelling irregularly, and wholly, or 
partially, assisted by migrant smugglers.
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Key Updates

•	 Mixed migration flows out of Venezuela did not stop amid the pandemic. Since July, approximately 
200,000 Venezuelans have left their country, bringing the total number of refugees and migrants of this 
nationality now out of their country to about 5.1 million. Since August, between 25 and 30 Venezuelans 
left their country and entered Colombia daily. Government officials predict 200,000 arrivals in Colombia 
from Venezuela in the next couple of months, following the reopening of the country’s economy on 
September 1st.  

•	 Parallel mixed migration flows in opposite directions have developed between Venezuela and 
Colombia. While some Venezuelans are leaving their country, about 110,000 reportedly returned to 
their country of origin between March and July 2020.  

•	 During COVID-19, crossing borders irregularly has been criminalized in some countries of origin and 
country of destination of mixed migration movements. This is the case for Venezuelans trying to return 
to their country, as well as for Venezuelans trying to enter Trinidad and Tobago.   

•	 Refugees and migrants have been blocked at various border points or got stranded in transit 
countries by COVID-related restrictions on international travel. This is the case of Venezuelans at the 
Colombian-Venezuelan border, as well as refugees and migrants from other nationalities in Panama 
and Costa Rica. In some of these countries, a negative COVID-19 test result is required to enter the 
territory. In most cases, people on the move must cover these costs themselves.    

•	 COVID-19 as an opportunity for local integration. In some countries, such as Ecuador, Peru, and Chile, 
national responses to the pandemic became an opportunity for the integration of refugees and migrants 
into society, due to their potential role in combatting the spread of the virus.  

•	 About 1.500 asylum seekers and migrants are stranded in a camp in Matamoros, at the border 
between Mexico and the U.S., either waiting for developments in their asylum proceedings or hoping to 
cross into the U.S. 

  
•	 Contrary to predictions, remittances toward Central American countries have rebounded during the 

pandemic. Refugees and migrants living in the United States and eligible for government subsidies 
amid the pandemic were able to continue sending remittances. 
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Regional Overview*

The Caribbean

Approximately 1,500 asylum seekers and 
migrants - mostly from Central American 

countries and Mexico – are stranded at the 
U.S.-Mexican border, waiting for their court 

hearings or hoping to cross into U.S. territory

Over 110,000 Venezuelans 
returned home amid the 

pandemic, but about 200,000 
are expected to leave Venezuela 

in the next couple of months

2,600 refugees and migrants are stuck 
in two provinces of Panama (Darien and 
Chiriquí) due to the COVID-19 pandemic

165 Venezuelans were deported 
from Trinidad & Tobago between 
June and July for irregular entry

On August 28th, the 
Brazilian government 

granted asylum to 
8,000 Venezuelans

*Information on the map relates to selected updates and does not represent all mixed migration 
flows within and out of Latin America and the Caribbean.
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Mixed Migration Regional Updates
Venezuelan mixed migration flows

As of the beginning of September 2020, the number of Venezuelans who left their country totaled around 
5.1 million, according to official data reported by the Regional Inter-Agency Coordination Platform for 
Refugees and Migrants. 

COVID-19 restrictions and their impact have forced some Venezuelans to return home or modify their 
migration journey. According to MMC data from July 2020, 27 percent of respondents to a survey in Peru 
were planning to return home due to COVID-19. However, Venezuelans wishing to return faced barriers 
to re-entry. Only 350 people could enter the country daily, from Colombia, and on specific days (Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday), totaling 1.500 entries per week. It has also been reported that, once in Venezuela, 
returnees had to face a strict 14-day self-isolation quarantine, in unfitted shelters without access to 
drinking water and without the possibility of communicating with their families or friends. Returnees have 
also been subject to threats upon arrival. Despite entry restrictions and a cold welcoming, the Office of the 
Organization of American States (OAS) General Secretariat for the Venezuelan Migrant and Refugee Crisis 
reported that over 106,000 refugees and migrants have returned to Venezuela.

In some cases, Venezuelans have waited up to 70 days at the border without knowing when they will 
be allowed to cross back. While around 1,300 refugees and migrants waited at the border in makeshift 
camps for days, waiting to return to their country, others gave up and decided to go back to their cities of 
reception. According to a local NGO that provides assistance to people on the move traveling on foot near 
the Colombian border town of Cúcuta, 30 percent of Venezuelans they assisted in July were returning to 
their country of origin while 70 percent were heading into Colombia. 

275 Venezuelans who were stranded in Panama for over 6 months returned to their country of origin on 
September 21st. There are still 200 migrants stranded in the country who wish to return. 

At the same time, the flow of refugees and migrants leaving Venezuela has not stopped. The situation in 
the country is dire, with 96 percent of the total population living under the international poverty line. 

https://r4v.info/es/situations/platform
http://www.mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-snapshot-impact-of-covid-19-on-venezuelan-refugees-and-migrants/
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/13/americas/latam-venezuela-migrants-cucata-intl/index.html
https://www.dw.com/es/migrantes-regresar-a-venezuela-en-pandemia-resulta-m%C3%A1s-dif%C3%ADcil-que-irse/a-54449454
https://www.fundaredes.org/2020/08/20/fundaredes-denuncio-en-la-defensoria-violacion-de-derechos-y-tratos-inhumanos-en-los-pasi/
https://www.devex.com/news/returning-venezuelans-subjected-to-inhuman-treatment-report-says-98058
https://www.fundaredes.org/2020/08/20/fundaredes-denuncio-en-la-defensoria-violacion-de-derechos-y-tratos-inhumanos-en-los-pasi/
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/13/americas/latam-venezuela-migrants-cucata-intl/index.html
https://www.dw.com/es/migrantes-regresar-a-venezuela-en-pandemia-resulta-m%C3%A1s-dif%C3%ADcil-que-irse/a-54449454
https://www.dw.com/es/migrantes-regresar-a-venezuela-en-pandemia-resulta-m%C3%A1s-dif%C3%ADcil-que-irse/a-54449454
https://migravenezuela.com/web/articulo/vuelve-a-dispararse-el-flujo-de-migrantes-caminantes-que-ingresa-a-colombia/2054
https://efectococuyo.com/venezuela-migrante/grupo-de-275-venezolanos-varados-en-panama-regresa-a-venezuela/
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/13/americas/latam-venezuela-migrants-cucata-intl/index.html
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Movements towards South America

Colombia
The latest figures indicate that nearly 1.8 million Venezuelans are living in Colombia, projected to rise to 2.4 
million by the end of 2020. According to predictions of the Colombian government, reopening the economy 
after COVID-related restrictions will lead to around 200,000 refugees and migrants entering the country. 
Colombian authorities also declared that, since August, up to 35 Venezuelans have been leaving their 
country daily. 

International flights into Colombia resumed in August and September, respectively; however, land borders 
continue to be closed. In the meantime, the validity of all permits held by refugees and migrants already in 
the country was automatically extended until October 2020, in connection to the suspension of immigration 
procedures amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Colombia only resumed such procedures on September 21st, 
after six months of suspension, and only at a 30 percent capacity.

The pandemic has left Venezuelans in Colombia in dire living conditions. According to the July needs 
assessment of the Mixed Migration Interagency Group (GIFMM), 91 percent of respondents were living in 
food-insecure households, 67 percent needed housing assistance, and 54 percent needed support to find 
livelihood opportunities. Additionally, a surge in violence along the Colombian - Venezuelan border has 
been reported by OCHA, displacing around 1,000 people between June and July, including hundreds of 
Venezuelans refugees and migrants. The rate of Venezuelans victim of violent crimes (disappearances and 
extrajudicial killings) in Colombia has also increased during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ecuador 
Refugees and migrants have been associated with crime and raising unemployment rates by Government 
officials and the media, causing an increase in xenophobia. At the same time, however, people on the 
move in Ecuador have been included in strategies to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in their communities, 
through a UNHCR-led initiative. Refugees and migrants warn authorities of new COVID-19 cases in their 
communities, track the spread of the virus and, in some cases, even provide medical assistance. 

The latest needs assessment conducted by the inter-agency Working Group for Refugees and Migrants 
Group (GTRM) in Ecuador indicates that the Venezuelan households interviewed between July and August 
were mostly in need of food (30 percent), access to housing (27 percent) and livelihood opportunities. The 
study also indicates that only 6 percent of refugee and migrant respondents had enough income to afford 
basic goods. Furthermore, 63 percent of Venezuelans suffered from discrimination and 11 percent have 
changed their migration plans because of the pandemic: while many respondents had decided to return 
home (56 percent), others decided to move within the city (20 percent), to a new city within Ecuador (15 
percent) or to a new country (9 percent). 

https://www.eltiempo.com/politica/gobierno/asi-seria-la-nueva-llegada-de-venezolanos-a-colombia-538482
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/otras-ciudades/migracion-de-venezolanos-migrantes-regresan-a-colombia-desde-venezuela-frontera-de-cucuta-538137
https://www.radionacional.co/noticia/actualidad/migracion-colombia-horarios-atencion
https://r4v.info/es/documents/details/79280
https://r4v.info/es/documents/details/79280
https://www.infobae.com/america/venezuela/2020/08/04/la-onu-alerto-que-la-violencia-en-la-frontera-entre-venezuela-y-colombia-genero-cinco-desplazamientos-masivos-este-ano/
https://towardfreedom.org/story/venezuelan-migrants-in-latin-america-struggle-to-remain-and-to-return/
https://towardfreedom.org/story/venezuelan-migrants-in-latin-america-struggle-to-remain-and-to-return/
https://www.openglobalrights.org/refugees-and-migrants-in-ecuador-face-rising-risks-among-decreased-protections/#:~:text=Refugees%20and%20migrants%20in%20Ecuador%20face%20rising%20risks%20among%20decreased%20protections,-The%20pandemic%20and&text=Compulsory%20isolation%20and%20the%20limitations,and%20May%20of%20this%20year.
https://alnavio.es/noticia/21001/actualidad/ecuador-se-apoya-en-los-migrantes-venezolanos-y-colombianos-para-luchar-contra-el-coronavirus-.html
C://Users/Usuario/Downloads/%5bCLEAN%5d%20JNA2%20-%20GTRM%20Ecuador.pdf
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Perú
Economic activities resumed on June 26th after months of COVID-related restrictions. The pandemic has 
had a strong adverse impact on refugees’ and migrants’ livelihoods: according to MMC data from July 2020, 
85 percent of respondents to the 4Mi survey were in need of additional assistance due to the pandemic, 
mainly assistance to cover immediate basic needs (79 percent) and cash (72 percent). The latest available 
GTRM data indicates that cash-based assistance was delivered to 4,200 refugees and migrants in the 
country to respond to their most pressing needs. 

At the same time, refugees and migrants residing in Peru who counted with medical qualifications were 
incorporated in the country’s health system to assist with the COVID-19 pandemic. Between the end of 
June and beginning of July,  about 9,300 online asylum applications were submitted in the country, despite 
temporary immigration office shutdowns. 

Brazil
To date, Brazil leads the list of countries that have granted asylum to Venezuelan refugees. Out of a total of 
264,157 Venezuelans in the country, around 15 percent are recognized as refugees. On August 28th, the 
Brazilian government granted asylum to about 8,000 Venezuelans in just one day. 

The government is currently debating on whether to extend until December a COVID-related economic 
relief programme for informal workers, regardless of nationality. Under this programme, up to 188,555 
Venezuelan refugees and migrants working in the informal sector could benefit from a monthly subsidy of 
about 120 dollars. 

Movements towards Caribbean countries

Venezuelans awaiting deportation in Aruba are held in inadequate conditions in an immigration detention 
center. This has led to repeated protests, with those in detention reportedly asking to be returned to 
Venezuela due to the harsh conditions at this center: overcrowding, lack of basic toiletries, and violence 
from the guards. Additionally, Venezuelans held at the center are not allowed to receive visits and are only 
allowed to speak with their relatives once a week. 

165 Venezuelans were deported from Trinidad and Tobago during the months of July and August. 
In September, at least 93 more were deported - including 19 asylum seekers. According to Amnesty 
International, authorities in the country have depicted Venezuelans as vectors for spreading COVID-19, 
which has stirred xenophobia. Not only are Venezuelans being criminalized for irregular entry, so are 
residents of the island who host or otherwise support irregular migrants. 

http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/129_covid_snapshot_lac.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/peru/preparedness-and-mitigation-measures-covid-19-update-no-20-26-june-02-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/peru/preparedness-and-mitigation-measures-covid-19-update-no-20-26-june-02-july-2020
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-53649805
https://reliefweb.int/report/peru/preparedness-and-mitigation-measures-covid-19-update-no-20-26-june-02-july-2020
https://r4v.info/es/situations/platform/location/7509
https://eltiempolatino.com/news/2020/sep/02/onu-aplaude-brasil-por-reconocer-condicion-de-refu/
https://reliefweb.int/report/brazil/brazil-operation-covid-19-response-july-2020-enpt
https://r4v.info/es/situations/platform
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/21/venezuelan-migrants-face-covid-19-risk-aruba-detention-centers
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/08/trinidad-tobago-deportation-165-venezuelans-violates-international-law/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/08/trinidad-tobago-deportation-165-venezuelans-violates-international-law/
https://www.elnacional.com/mundo/hrw-denuncio-deportacion-de-al-menos-93-venezolanos-de-trinidad-y-tobago/
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Mixed migration flows in Central and North America

Contrary to predictions by the World Bank, in June and July remittances to El Salvador reached a 14 percent 
increase, compared to the same months last year, and record-breaking monthly remittances to Guatemala 
have been recorded in June, July, and August, according to national banks. Remittances to Mexico, between 
January and July, increased 10,1 percent. Forecasts suggest an increase of 8.4 percent of remittances to 
Mexico for 2020, compared to last year. Although further research is needed, refugees and migrants in the 
U.S. have been sending home, in addition to the usual remittances, also some additional savings, out of 
concern for their family’s situation and out of fear of an increased risk of deportation. 

Situation at the U.S. border

The temporary closing of border crossings and immigration courts in the U.S. has not stopped refugees’ 
and migrants’ attempts to enter the country, even if this means risking their lives. During the first week of 
September, four migrant families – including two pregnant women - were rescued while trying to enter 
the U.S. through the La Rumorosa mountain area. People on the move integrating these families were of 
Mexican, Haitian, and Honduran nationality. The group reportedly also included a U.S. citizen. 

Even though the mixed migration flows heading to the U.S. have decreased due to COVID-19-related 
restrictions on freedom of movement, people on the move continue to reach the country’s southern 
border. Between July and August, 140,590 refugees and migrants were apprehended right after entering 
U.S. territory. Data from the U.S. authorities, as cited in news reports, reveal that 88 percent of those 
apprehended in July were single men, a different trend compared to last year when most of those trying to 
cross the border were families. Reports also indicate that 105,000 expedited expulsions from the U.S. took 
place between March and July. Refugees and migrants’ stories reveal that, during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
some of them attempted to cross the border more than once. 

While some people on the move decided to enter the U.S. irregularly, others have given up and returned 
home, and some have opted to endure the COVID-19 pandemic in Mexico while they wait for their court 
hearing in the U.S.. According to the Migration Protection Protocol, individuals seeking asylum in the 
United States must wait in Mexican territory while asylum proceedings are underway. In Matamoros, 
on the Mexican side of the border near Brownsville, Texas, there are reportedly more than 1,500 asylum 
seekers, mostly from Central American countries, living in a camp and waiting for developments in their 
asylum applications. As of 27 August, there were 5 confirmed cases of COVID-19 at the camp and 25 more 
suspected infections. In the same month, the reported backlog of immigration cases pending in Texas was 
of 192,000 – meaning that asylum seekers in the Matamoros camp might be in for a long wait. 

People on the move are also trying to reach the U.S. by sea. At the beginning of September, a boat with 
15 migrants from the Caribbean (Haiti, Jamaica, and the Bahamas) was intercepted upon arrival in Florida 
and those on board were taken into custody to be later repatriated. According to U.S. Coast Guard reports, 
a total of 35 Cubans have tried to enter the country irregularly by sea this year. 

Finally, a new migrant caravan is scheduled to depart on October 1st from Honduras, heading toward  
the U.S..  

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/22/world-bank-predicts-sharpest-decline-of-remittances-in-recent-history
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/24/us/coronavirus-immigrants-remittances.html
https://www.infobae.com/america/mexico/2020/09/29/migrantes-mexicanos-envia-cifra-record-de-remesas-a-pesar-del-covid-19/
https://www.bbvaresearch.com/publicaciones/anuario-de-migracion-y-remesas-mexico-2020/#:~:text=El%20Anuario%20de%20Migraci%C3%B3n%20y,Nacional%20de%20Poblaci%C3%B3n%20(CONAPO).
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/24/us/coronavirus-immigrants-remittances.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/24/us/coronavirus-immigrants-remittances.html
https://www.gob.mx/segob/prensa/rescatan-elementos-del-inm-sedena-y-cruz-roja-a-doce-personas-migrantes-entre-ellas-dos-mujeres-embarazadas
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/sw-border-migration
https://conexionmigrante.com/2020-/08-/17/migrantes-solteros-encabezan-los-cruces-fronterizos-cbp/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/06/world/americas/mexico-immigration-usa.html
https://www.borderreport.com/hot-topics/immigration/legal-limbo-brings-anxiety-stress-to-asylum-seekers-riding-out-pandemic-in-mexico/
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2019/01/24/migrant-protection-protocols#:~:text=The%20Migrant%20Protection%20Protocols%20(MPP,of%20their%20immigration%20proceedings%2C%20where
https://noticieros.televisa.com/ultimas-noticias/migrantes-en-la-frontera-con-eeuu-viven-espera-sin-fin-y-con-temor-al-covid-19/
https://trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/court_backlog/
https://www.local10.com/news/local/2020/09/11/suspected-migrant-boat-found-ashore-hillsboro-beach/
https://www.efe.com/efe/usa/inmigracion/deportan-a-cinco-migrantes-cubanos-interceptados-en-aguas-del-sur-de-florida/50000098-4338175
https://www.infobae.com/america/mexico/2020/09/25/saldra-una-nueva-caravana-migrante-de-honduras-hacia-mexico/
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Mixed-migration flows in Mexico

Alongside COVID-19 restrictions, some refugees and migrants living in towns at the border between the 
U.S. and Mexico - mainly Ciudad Juárez and Tijuana - are under some sort of “self-imposed house arrest” 
due to violence and insecurity in the area. They thus find themselves in a situation of triple vulnerability, as 
they face risks associated to COVID-19, they face security concerns and they are completely stuck in their 
places of residence.

A survey carried out by IOM among people on the move in Mexico revealed that, as of August, 84 percent of 
respondents planned to carry on with their journey towards the U.S. once borders are reopened, while only 
10 percent of them had cancelled their migration plans. As for those who have decided to apply for refugee 
status in Mexico, the country has received 70,302 applications this year alone. 

78 percent of respondents to the 4Mi survey in Tapachula, Mexico, indicated reduced access to asylum 
procedures and/or delays in the processing of their claims due to the pandemic. In the same way, 83 percent 
also reported reduced access to work, while 78 percent mentioned increased stress and anxiety. Most of 
those interviewed for the survey were from Honduras (41 percent), El Salvador (27 percent) and Nicaragua 
(19 percent).  

Cubans represent another of the main nationalities of people on the move entering Mexico: as of September, 
there were around 4,100 Cubans seeking asylum at Mexico´s southern border, as reported by the Mexican 
Government. 

Return flows to Mexico and Central America

Between January and July of this year, 59,565 citizens from the Northern Triangle of Central America 
(Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador) were deported to their country of origin from the U.S. and Mexico, 
according to the latest statistics. Between April and July, a total of 4,392 Guatemalans alone have been 
deported back home from these two countries. 

Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and as of September, the U.S. had expelled more than 
159,000 migrants from its territory, of which 8,800 were unaccompanied minors. Compared to the previous 
year, more apprehensions and expulsions were made in 2020. According to the authorities, these expulsions 
were justified under public health-related grounds. NGOs have shown concern about the inadequacy 
of these deportations and other measures implemented amid the pandemic. In June, the American Civil 
Liberties Union filed a lawsuit against the expulsions of a group of unaccompanied minors, who were being 
detained in hotels. 

Additionally, approximately 263,000 Salvadorans with Temporary Protection Status (TPS) are at risk of 
losing humanitarian protection after, in September, a U.S. court ruled in favor of President´s Trump decision 
to and the program. 

https://fox2now.com/news/migrants-observe-self-imposed-house-arrest-to-avoid-victimization-in-mexican-border-towns/
https://www.animalpolitico.com/2020/08/covid-19-migrantes-posterga-viaje/
https://www.informador.mx/jalisco/La-CEDHJ-exige-apertura-de-oficina-para-tramites-de-refugiados-20200815-0069.html
http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/134_snapshot_lac_impact_covid.pdf
https://www.14ymedio.com/internacional/Miles-pidiendo-refugio-frontera-Mexico_0_2961903785.html
https://mic.iom.int/webntmi/triangulo-norte/
https://apnews.com/1e4a171e22b7bdcb22ad7ec58397c659
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-immigration-children-idUSKBN26301L
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/us-ramps-up-mass-expulsions-migrants-border-crossings-rise-coronavirus-restrictions/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/us-ramps-up-mass-expulsions-migrants-border-crossings-rise-coronavirus-restrictions/
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/order-suspending-introduction-certain-persons.html
https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/groups-file-challenge-trump-administrations-illegal-border-expulsions
https://www.forbes.com.mx/corte-de-eu-permite-que-trump-elimine-protecciones-humanitarias-de-inmigrantes/


MMC Latin America and the Caribbean

Quarterly Mixed Migration Update Q3 2020: Latin America and the Caribbean      

10

Mexico, on its part, also deported people on the move back to their home countries during the pandemic. 
For example, in mid-August 100 Guatemalans were deported from Mexico to their country of origin by bus 
in just one day. 

Despite the 14-day quarantine recommended by the World Health Organization, returnees to Central 
American countries have, in some cases, been quarantined in holding centers for far longer and in appalling 
conditions. This is the case of Salvadorans deported from the U.S. and Mexico to their country of origin. 
According to a recent report, quarantine centers in El Salvador did not implement measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 and extended the stay of returnees for longer than necessary. Quarantines lasting up 
to 40 days had a negative impact on their mental health: some even reported suicidal thoughts.  

At the same time, according to the Nicaraguan government, approximately 58,000 Nicaraguan citizens 
returned home from Costa Rica between March and August 2020, due to the economic impact of the 
pandemic. Returnees include around 3,000 asylum seekers who abandoned their claim in Costa Rica.

Extra-regional mixed migration flows

Despite closed borders throughout the region, migrant smuggling continues, especially in the case of people 
on the move from Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean. On September 5th, two men in the Darien Straight were 
detained for smuggling four adults and a child of Haitian nationality into Panama. A few weeks later, a 
Panamanian citizen was detained for smuggling 16 migrants of different nationalities from Panama into 
Costa Rica. 10 smugglers were also captured in August at the border between Colombia and Ecuador for 
smuggling  refugees and migrants from Haiti, Cuba, and Africa. On September 29th, 94 Haitians nationals, 
on their way to Panama, were left stranded at sea by smugglers. According to official data, around 3,000 
Haitians have been deported back home this year.   

Costa Rica
On August 8th, a migrant caravan dubbed “Cubano Unidos’’, made up of about 200 Cuban nationals, 
arrived at Peñas Blancas, at the border between Costa Rica and Nicaragua, planning to continue their 
journey toward the U.S. They however found themselves stuck due to Nicaragua’s new requirement of 
presenting a negative COVID-19 test before entry, which many people on the move cannot afford. Most 
members of this caravan refused to be moved to a temporary shelter, as well as using free return flights, 
since they wish to continue with their migration.

In September, the Costa Rican government decided to reactivate a bilateral treaty with Cuba, which had 
been suspended since 2016, to manage the deportation of undocumented migrants back to the island, 
allegedly aiming to promote regular migration flows between the two countries.

Uruguay 
Cuban, Venezuelan and extracontinental refugees and migrants, specifically from Nigeria, are reaching 
Uruguay from Brazil. While at least part of these Cuban and Venezuelan nationals apparently have refugee 
status in Brazil, they are  lodging a second asylum application in Uruguay. Although a negative COVID-19 
test result is required to enter the country, costs are covered by the Ministry of Public Health, contrary to 
what happens in other countries. 

https://lahora.gt/retornan-a-100-migrantes-desde-mexico/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/09/americas-state-run-quarantines-form-repression/
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AMR0129912020ENGLISH.PDF
https://www.voanoticias.com/centroamerica/m%C3%A1s-de-58000-nicaraguenses-han-regresado-por-impacto-economico-de-la-pandemia
https://www.voanoticias.com/centroamerica/m%C3%A1s-de-58000-nicaraguenses-han-regresado-por-impacto-economico-de-la-pandemia
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2020/09/28/Nicaragua-Costa-Rica-migration-economy-poverty
http://www.senafront.gob.pa/notas/2020/septiembre/dosposiblescoyotes.html
https://ensegundos.com.pa/2020/09/12/detienen-a-un-hombre-que-intento-cruzar-16-migrantes-de-forma-ilegal-a-costa-rica/
https://www.eltiempo.com/justicia/investigacion/trafico-de-migrantes-capturan-11-personas-en-la-frontera-con-ecuador-529432
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-colombia-haiti-migrants-idUKKBN26L02F
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-54354233
https://www.cibercuba.com/noticias/2020-08-11-u192519-e192519-s27061-200-migrantes-caravana-cubanos-unidos-acampan-frontera
https://www.cibercuba.com/noticias/2020-08-11-u192519-e192519-s27061-200-migrantes-caravana-cubanos-unidos-acampan-frontera
https://www.france24.com/es/20200805-migrantes-nicaraguenses-retorno-exodo-covid19
https://www.directoriocubano.info/actualidad/costa-rica-reactivara-convenio-para-deportar-a-migrantes-cubanos/
https://www.icndiario.com/2020/08/camioneros-y-refugiados-uruguay-trabaja-blindando-las-fronteras-terrestres-ante-la-pandemia/
https://www.icndiario.com/2020/08/en-uruguay-por-la-pandemia-se-redujo-el-ingreso-de-refugiados/


Quarterly Mixed Migration Update Q3 2020: Latin America and the Caribbean      

MMC Latin America and the Caribbean

11

Thematic Focus: Extra-regional refugees 
and migrants stranded in Panama due to 
COVID-19

No end in sight, a protracted situation for more than 2,600 people 
on the move in Panama. 

About 4,000 refugees and migrants have crossed the Darien Gap into Panama this year alone. Due to border 
closures triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic, however, 2,600 people - mainly from Haiti and African and 
Asian countries - have been blocked for months at various reception centers in Panama, specifically in the 
Darien (2.000) and Chiriquí (600) provinces. These refugees and migrants wish to continue their journey 
towards the U.S., but Panamanian authorities have impeded that. 

Approximately 280 people are scheduled to be deported to their country of origin following protests gone 
violent in the Peñita Camp (Darien). 12 Haitian nationals were set to stand trial after throwing rocks to 
border service officers and burning some tents. Refugees and migrants were protesting against camp 
conditions – mainly lack of drinking water and inadequate sanitation – and demanding to be allowed to 
continue their journey towards the U.S. This situation has provoked tensions with the local population and, 
in an effort to avoid further unrest, the government has assured anyone involved in these types of protests 
will be deported back home. Adding to the tensions, as of May 2020, approximately 168 cases of COVID-19 
were reported in the Peñita reception center. No recent figure is available on infections in the camp. 

A new camp is being built in Lajas Blancas but its construction was postponed due to the pandemic. In the 
meantime, about 200 refugees and migrants wait in a makeshift camp in Lajas Blancas. Tensions have also 
been reported at this encampment between hosted population and police officers, for the same reasons 
behind the protests in the Peñita Camp. After a 5-month lockdown, people on the move tried to continue 
their journey, but they were sent back to their respective reception centers. The Panamanian government 
has announced easing restrictions and reopening more economic activities on September 7th, meaning 
that people on the move might be able to continue their journey towards North America soon. 

Starting on September 26th, the government started transferring stranded refugees and migrants to a 
new camp, called San Vicente, in the Darien province. This camp has a capacity to house 400 families and 
is already equipped. According to government data, there were already 30 families living there. Priority for 
transfer was awarded to specific groups including children, single mothers and refugees and migrants from 
Asia and Africa. 

https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/09/03/migrantes-haitianos-se-fugan-de-un-albergue-en-panama-pero-son-retornados/
https://www.france24.com/es/20200821-migrantes-panama-tension-transito-refugiados
https://apnews.com/article/arson-south-america-panama-latin-america-central-america-6ea5173cd259a127ae8427fdcc0a7155
https://apnews.com/article/14291a2958719496f44a77f8e6d6a61a
https://apnews.com/article/14291a2958719496f44a77f8e6d6a61a
https://ticotimes.net/2020/08/12/desperation-and-violence-in-panama-migrant-camp
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2020/08/07/migrants-life-threatening-illnesses-water-panamanian-camps/
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-caribbean-ap-top-news-united-nations-international-news-25ad4ca22c568523aa136c2340716967
https://apnews.com/article/14291a2958719496f44a77f8e6d6a61a
https://menafn.com/1100870537/Panama-Health-Ministry-on-alert-for-virus-resurge-as-economy-opens-up
https://www.panamaamerica.com.pa/provincias/autoridades-de-seguridad-migracion-y-oim-visitan-nuevo-campamento-migratorio-de-san


MMC Latin America and the Caribbean

Quarterly Mixed Migration Update Q3 2020: Latin America and the Caribbean      

12

Highlighted New Research and Reports

The Impact of COVID-19 on Migrant Children in 
Trinidad and Tobago

UNICEF | July 2020
This study analyses the possible impact of COVID-19 on approximately 2,400 
migrant children in Trinidad and Tobago. The report focuses on changes caused 
by COVID-19 that could lead to ensuing risks, including school and business 
closings, and movement and travel restrictions. Despite ensuring inclusive 
education through a temporary learning centre (TLC), “Equal Place” - an 
online learning platform, and Child-Friendly Spaces (CFS), migrant children 
were already having difficulties in accessing these services prior to COVID-19. 

Results from the study reveal that children who attend CFS miss their friends and teachers, and feel 
stressed or anxious at home, causing them to argue with family members and spending more time on-line. 
Business shutdowns could also affect the well-being of migrant children, since loss of income can lead to 
family conflicts, as well as undernutrition and mental health deterioration.

(In)Movilidad en las Américas: COVID-19

July 2020
This on-going joint research project launched in July focuses on (in)mobility and 
immigration control in the United States and in LAC. It includes country-specific 
data on migration flows, legal and policy frameworks, life stories, heightened 
protection risks amid COVID-19, among other topics. 

Relative Severity of Food Insecurity During 
Overland Migration in Transit Through Mexico

Alondra Coral Aragón Gama · Cesar Infante Xibille · Verónica 
Mundo Rosas · Xinhua Liu · Manuela Orjuela‑Grimm | August 
2020
This article draws on 15 interviews and 95 surveys with Central American 
refugees and migrants transiting through Mexico during their journey to the 

United States, focusing on food insecurity along this route. The study was conducted at the end of 2016 and 
reveals that 74 percent of respondents experienced some degree of food insecurity during their migration. 

1

The Impact of COVID-19 on Migrant Children
in Trinidad and Tobago1

            July 2020

1. Context
Since 2016, Trinidad and Tobago has experienced an 
influx of Venezuelans seeking to escape the deteriorating 
living conditions in their home country. As of late 
2019, there were around 23,400 Venezuelan refugees 
and migrants living in Trinidad and Tobago,2 and this 
number is projected to rise to about 33,400 by the end 
of 2020. Migrants have been arriving by both sea and air. 
The overall number of migrants continued to increase 
until early 2020, although Venezuelan arrivals through 
official ports of entry have gradually decreased from a 
quarterly peak of 8,000 in early 2016 to less than 1,000 
during the first quarter of 2020.3 By the end of June 2020, 

1 This analysis has been prepared by the team from the UNICEF 
Office for the Eastern Caribbean Area. Acknowledging contributions 
from Jonathan Wood (Data Analyst), Alexandru Nartea (Monitoring 
& Evaluation Specialist), Stephanie Bishop (Monitoring & Evaluation 
Officer), Alma Jenkins (Emergency Coordinator – Migrant Response), 
Candice Wallace (Child Protection Officer).
2 Response for Venezuelans (R4V), ‘Refugee and Migrant Response 
Plan (RMRP) – January 2020’, R4V, 2020, <https://reliefweb.int/
report/colombia/refugee-and-migrant-response-plan-2020-refugees-
and-migrants-venezuela-january>, accessed 13 August 2020.
3  United Nations Children’s Fund, ‘Humanitarian Performance 

the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) had recorded 18,900 persons of concern (POC)4 
– over 150 per cent more than the number recorded in 
August 2018. The great majority, 84 per cent of POCs, 
were asylum seekers and 14 per cent were categorized 
as refugees. In all, 85 per cent of POCs were Venezuelan.5 
In June 2019, the Government of Trinidad and Tobago 
undertook a registration exercise to identify all refugees 
and asylum seekers in the country. Around 19,000 
migrants were registered, comprising 16,500 adults and 
2,400 children under the age of 17 years.6

Monitoring’ (unpublished), providing data from Immigration 
Department, Ministry of National Security, March 2020.
4 POCs include all children on the move including migrants, asylum 
seekers and refugees and all children on the move. Throughout this 
report the ‘migrants’ include all POCs. 
5 United Nations Children’s Fund, ‘Humanitarian Performance 
Monitoring’ (unpublished), providing data from UNHCR, 30 June 
2020.
6 Response for Venezuelans (R4V), ‘Refugee and Migrant Response 
Plan’, 2020. 
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https://www.unicef.org/easterncaribbean/reports/impact-covid-19-migrant-children-trinidad-and-tobago
https://www.unicef.org/easterncaribbean/reports/impact-covid-19-migrant-children-trinidad-and-tobago
https://www.inmovilidadamericas.org/el-proyecto
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-020-01063-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-020-01063-w
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A%20Crisis%20Within%20a%20Crisis_Venezuela%20and%20COVID-19%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.inmovilidadamericas.org/el-proyecto
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-020-01063-w
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The article also confirms a positive correlation between the severity of food insecurity and three factors: 
i) the duration of the migration journey; ii) prior conditions that impede mobility during transit (such as 
respiratory infections, dehydration and wounds, among others); iii) and illnesses that affect someone’s 
travel companion, when not travelling alone. This article not only highlights the degree of food insecurity 
that Central American refugees and migrants face during their journey, it also identifies factors that increase 
the severity of food insecurity among this population. 

Venezuelan Migrants and Refugees in Latin 
America and the Caribbean: A Regional Profile

Mixed Migration Policy- IOM | August 2020
This factsheet is based on a joint effort between the Migration Policy Institute 
and the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and draws on 32,920 
surveys conducted in 2019 across 11 LAC countries using the Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM). It offers a profile of Venezuelan refugees and migrants in 
the region. The authors identify three groups of countries (bordering countries, 
nearby countries, and distant countries) that tend to attract Venezuelans with 
different demographic and socioeconomic profiles, and whose living conditions 

are diverse, as well as their intentions to stay. 

Situation of Venezuelans who have Returned and 
are Trying to Return to their Home Country in the 
Context of COVID-19

Organization of American States | September 2020
This report describes the situation of Venezuelan returnees as well as migrants 
who are trying to return to Venezuelan amid COVID-19. Since Venezuelan 
refugees and migrants work mostly in the informal sector, COVID-19 has 
caused a decline in wages and employment opportunities. At the same time, 
this situation has led to an increase in evictions, which ultimately has forced 
many Venezuelans to return (in)voluntarily to their country. However, their 

return has been halted by the Venezuelan government, stigmatized, and sometimes criminalized. The 
report highlights the importance of guaranteeing the safe return of Venezuelans to their country through 
humanitarian corridors and repatriation flights, and their protection while stranded in transit countries. 

Executive Summary

According to the Regional Coordination Platform for 

the Response for Venezuelans (R4V), co-led by the 

International Organization for Migration (IOM) and 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and 

composed of more than 150 organizations, as of 

June 2020, more than 5 million refugees and mi-

grants from the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

had left their country due to the ongoing political 

and economic crises there, with more than 4 million 

of them migrating to other Latin American and Ca-

ribbean countries. Until 2015, the region had largely 

been characterized by high levels of emigration, and 

neighboring countries had never experienced mi-

grant inflows at this scale.1 Since then, receiving 

countries have largely maintained an “open-door” 

approach toward Venezuelans, with significant poli-

cy innovations allowing many to enter, remain on an 

interim basis, and receive legal status via existing 

visa categories and special regularization programs, 

as well as the reception of requests for asylum. How-

ever, the COVID-19 pandemic that hit the region in 

early 2020 has added a new layer of complexity. Re-

ceiving countries now face the challenge of manag-

ing a public-health crisis while also addressing the 

needs of displaced Venezuelans and the communi-

ties in which they live. 

Given these trends, there is a pressing need for time-
ly and accurate data on this population’s characteris-
tics and vulnerabilities. IOM is working to fill this gap 
by using its Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) to 
collect cross-sectoral data via detailed assessments 
across countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
The DTM collects data that have become a first-hand 
source of information and a tool for policy design 
for host and transit countries to manage Venezuelan 
migrant and refugee flows. During times of COVID, 
the DTM will continue informing governments, UN 

BOX 1
What Is the Displacement Tracking Matrix? 

The Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) is a system 
for tracking and monitoring displacement and pop-
ulation mobility. Through the DTM, the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) collect data on 
migrants’ demographics, economic activities, health 
conditions, access to health services, trip details, and 
challenges encountered while travelling. 

While the DTM monitors displacement in many 
world regions, the data presented in this fact sheet 
were collected by IOM to inform United Nations 
agencies, governments in the region, and nongov-
ernmental actors about this population. 

More information about the DTM instrument and 
the data used in this fact sheet can be found on the 
DTM website (https://dtm.iom.int) and in the Ap-
pendix. 

Venezuelan Migrants and Refugees in 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
A Regional Profile

AUGUST 2020

BY DIEGO CHAVES-GONZÁLEZ AND CARLOS ECHEVERRÍA-ESTRADA

FA
CT SH

EET

SITUATION OF VENEZUELANS WHO

HAVE RETURNED AND ARE TRYING

TO RETURN TO THEIR COUNTRY IN

THE CONTEXT OF COVID-19

OFFICE TO ADDRESS THE CRISIS OF VENEZUELAN MIGRANTS

AND REFUGEES OF THE OAS GENERAL SECRETARIAT

SEPTEMBER 2020 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/venezuelans-latin-america-caribbean-regional-profile
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/venezuelans-latin-america-caribbean-regional-profile
http://www.oas.org/documents/eng/press/OAS_Venezuelan-Returnees_ENG.pdf
http://www.oas.org/documents/eng/press/OAS_Venezuelan-Returnees_ENG.pdf
http://www.oas.org/documents/eng/press/OAS_Venezuelan-Returnees_ENG.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/venezuelans-latin-america-caribbean-regional-profile
http://www.oas.org/documents/eng/press/OAS_Venezuelan-Returnees_ENG.pdf
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Immigration, Crime and Crime (Mis)Perceptions

Nicolas Ajzenman, Patricia Dominguez-Rivera and 
Raimundo Undurraga | September 2020
This article explores the relationship between immigration and crimes, or 
beliefs about crime, in Chile. Contrary to widely held perceptions, the authors 
show that there is no link between immigration and increased crime or 
victimization. Immigration, however, is often associated with crime related 
concerns and public safety. Crime-related concerns are higher among citizens 
in municipalities with a high concentration of migrant population. Finally, the 
authors mention an over-representation of crimes committed by migrants in the 

news, which ultimately leads to an increase in discrimination, xenophobia, aporophobia, and fear. 	

Durable Solutions for Indigenous Migrants and 
Refugees in the Context of the Venezuelan Flow 
in Brazil

International Organization for Migration | September 2020
This large-scale mixed-method qualitative project was implemented during 
2019 and 2020 through workshops and interviews with key informants. 
A total number of 216 participants took part in the research, specifically 
Venezuelan indigenous people from the Warao, Eñepa and Pemón groups. This 
document is a description of the life these indigenous groups lead in Brazil, 
including access to shelter, healthcare and to education, and the professional 

profile of Venezuelan indigenous refugees and migrants. The study argues that the concept of durable 
solutions (voluntary return to one’s country of origin, resettlement to a third country, and local integration) 
must be reevaluated and adjusted to an indigenous cosmovision. The document also contains a set of 
recommendations on developing culturally appropriate durable solutions, one of which is the inclusion and 
participation of Indigenous groups in the decision-making process.  

InfoPa´lante

September 2020
This digital platform was launched in September by the International Rescue 
Committee in collaboration with some tech companies, with the objective 
of informing Venezuelan refugees and migrants about their rights, job 
opportunities, and healthcare access, once they are in Colombia or prior to their 
arrival. It contains a map of the available services and assistance distribution 
location (education in emergencies, child friendly spaces, legal and psychosocial 

support, healthcare, leisure and recreational activities) along the route. This initiative is also available in 
Central American countries (El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala) and is called CuentaNos. It will also 
be launched in October in Mexico.

Immigration, Crime, and Crime (Mis)Perceptions ∗

Nicolás Ajzenman† Patricio Dominguez‡ Raimundo Undurraga §

September 2th, 2020

Abstract

Does immigration affect crime or beliefs about crime? We answer this question in the
context of Chile, where the foreign-born population almost tripled in five years. To identify
a causal effect, we use two strategies: a two-way fixed effects model at the municipality
level and a 2SLS model, which is based on immigration toward destination countries other
than Chile. First, we show that immigration increases concerns about crime and public
security. We then document a substantial effect on behavioral responses such as investing
in home-security or adopting coordinated anti-crime measures with neighbors. Finally, we
show that these concerns about crime seem ungrounded as we fail to find any significant
effect on victimization. When exploring potential channels, we find suggestive evidence of
the effect being driven by municipalities with a larger number of local radio stations per
capita. We also find that the effect seems to be larger when the composition of immigrants
is relatively low-skilled. Finally, using an index of bilateral ethnic distance to measure
ethnic-related intergroup threat, we show that the genetic distance between Chileans and
the nationality of immigrants does not drive any effects.

JEL classification: O15, F22, K1

Keywords: crime, immigration, crime perception, crime beliefs
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The MMC is a global network consisting of seven regional 
hubs and a central unit in Geneva engaged in data collection, 
research, analysis and policy development on mixed migration. 
The MMC is a leading source for independent and high-quality 
data, research, analysis and expertise on mixed migration. 
The MMC aims to increase understanding of mixed migration, 
to positively impact global and regional migration policies, to 
inform evidence-based protection responses for people on the 
move and to stimulate forward thinking in public and policy 
debates on mixed migration. The MMC’s overarching focus is on 
human rights and protection for all people on the move.

The MMC is part of and governed by the Danish Refugee  
Council (DRC). Global and regional MMC teams are based in 
Amman, Copenhagen, Dakar, Geneva, Nairobi, Tunis, Bogota 
and Bangkok.

For more information visit:
mixedmigration.org and follow us at @Mixed_Migration
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